

Cincinnati mayor John Cranley speaks during a news conference at Cincinnati City Hall in downtown Cincinnati on Wednesday, July 29, 2015. Samuel DuBose was 
shot and killed on Sunday, July 19 during a traffic stop in Mount Auburn by UC police officer Ray Tensing. Tensing was fired from the department following an indict¬ 
ment for murder Wednesday. 

(Sam Greene/The Enquirer via AP) 


CINCINNATI (AP) — A Uni¬ 
versity of Cincinnati police 
officer who shot a motorist 
during a traffic sfop over a 
missing front license plate 
has been indicted on mur¬ 
der charges and a prose¬ 
cutor said Wednesday that 
the officer “purposely killed 
him." Prosecutor Joe Deters 


announced the grand jury 
indictment at a news con¬ 
ference to discuss develop¬ 
ments in the investigation 
into the July 19 shooting of 
43-year-old motorist Samuel 
DuBose by Officer Ray Tens¬ 
ing. DuBose’s death comes 
amid months of national 
scrutiny of police dealings 


with African-Americans, 
especially those killed by 
officers. DuBose was black. 
Tensing is white. Authorities 
haven’t indicated whether 
race was a part of the in¬ 
vestigation. 

Authorities have said Tens¬ 
ing spotted a car driven 
by DuBose and missing the 


front license plate, which is 
required by Ohio law. They 
say Tensing stopped the 
car and a struggle ensued 
after DuBose refused to 
provide a driver's license 
and get out of the car. 
Tensing has said he was 
dragged by the car and 
forced to shoot at DuBose. 


He fired one shot, striking 
DuBose in the head. 

But Deters dismissed Tens- 
ing’s claim that he was 
dragged by the car and 
suggested that he shouldn ’ t 
have pulled DuBose over to 
begin with. 

Continued on Page 4 



Doirt il IOW & SLOW 


'Ffjjcrfj fiuIfirnTlr fjJ rrn/i/ 

hainj bark rtt ij, grouper, ami mwr/ 


- a- 


- HI place Chan pt mat ul ' 

BaW/e o/ Triicfe 


i * i * :-m t 


i. 


m -- • - ii V 

n- a S--m ml ul R ■ 


- 




IjtfrrEniff I Cmim & Shop#* Ifcmrsz 'hir-s 'Umri; 5pm io fOpn j. fn Swf Sun mwn I<f fOpm (rl&Swd Wwidtj ^0-^989 







































THURSDAY 30 JULY 2015 


HUP FRONT 



After nuclear deal; 

Iran, France talk of ‘new era’ in ties 


AU AKBAR DAREINI 
SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — France 
sought Wednesday to re¬ 
launch diplomatic ties with 
Iran in the hope of boost¬ 
ing business in the country, 
following a key nuclear 
deal between Tehran and 
world powers reached ear¬ 
lier this month. 


ment, we hope that things 
are going to change," Fa- 
bius told reporters ahead 
of a series of meetings with 
Iranian top officials, includ¬ 
ing president Hassan Rou- 
hani. 

Iran's state news agency 
IRNA described the visit — 
the first by a French foreign 
minister in over a decade 
— as the start of a “new 


Iran by the end of summer. 
France hopes to position 
itself to benefit from Iran's 
promising economy. The 
country of 80 million is set 
for 3-percent growth this 
year. Iran has the fourth- 
largest oil reserves and 
the second-largest gas re¬ 
serves of the world. 

The July 14 deal between 
Iran and six world powers 



Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, right, and his French counterpart Laurent Fabius 
shake hands for media prior to their round of talks in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 29, 2015. 
Iran's state media say French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius's visit to Iran is the start of a ‘new 
era' in bilateral relations following a historic nuclear deal with world powers earlier this month. 


French Foreign Minister 
Laurent Fabius called his 
one-day visit to Iran “an 
important trip” and tried to 
soften tensions created by 
France's hard line on the 
nuclear issue. 

“It is true that in the past 
few years, for reasons ev¬ 
erybody knows, ties have 
been weaker. But now, 
with the nuclear agree- 


era” in bilateral ties. Rou- 
hani told Fabius that the 
nuclear deal could “bring 
better relations with Eu¬ 
rope,” IRNA reported. 
Fabius said he carried an 
invitation from French Pres¬ 
ident Francois Hollande 
for Rouhani to visit France 
in November and that a 
French economic delega¬ 
tion is expected to arrive in 


(AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi) 

— the U.S., Britain, France, 
Russia, China and Germa¬ 
ny — is meant to curb Teh¬ 
ran's nuclear program in 
exchange for lifting sanc¬ 
tions. Fabius' trip followed 
that of EU foreign policy 
chief Federica Mogherini 
the day before, as the bloc 
and Iran also pursue closer 
relations after the nuclear 
deal.Q 


US official: 

Debris in Indian Ocean belongs to Boeing 777 


JOAN LOWY 

LORI HINNANT 

ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Air 
safety investigators have 
a “high degree of confi¬ 
dence” that aircraft debris 
found in the Indian Ocean 
is of a wing component 
unique to the Boeing 777, 
the same model as the Ma¬ 
laysia Airlines plane that dis¬ 
appeared last year, a U.S. 
official said Wednesday. 

Air safety investigators — 


one of them a Boeing in¬ 
vestigator —have identi¬ 
fied the component as a 
"flaperon” from fhe trailing 
edge of a 777 wing, fhe U.S. 
official said. 

A French official close to an 
investigation of the debris 
confirmed Wednesday that 
French law enforcement is 
on site to examine a piece 
of airplane wing found on 
fhe French island of Re¬ 
union, in fhe western Indian 
Ocean. A French television 
network was airing video 


from ifs Reunion affiliate of 
fhe debris. U.S. investigators 
are examining a photo of 
fhe debris. 

The lasf primary radar con- 
fact with Malaysia Airlines 
Flight 370 placed its posi- 
ton over the Andaman 
Sea about 230 miles north¬ 
west of the Malaysian city 
of Penang. The French is¬ 
land of Reunion is about 
3,500 miles (5,600 kilome¬ 
ters) southwest of Penang, 
according to a Google 
map.O 


Russia vetoes Security Council 
proposal on MH17 tribunal: AP 

CARA ANNA 
Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Russia on Wednesday vetoed 
a U.N. Security Council resolution that would set up an 
international criminal court to prosecute those respon¬ 
sible for shooting down a Malaysia Airlines plane over 
Ukraine a year ago. 

The foreign ministers of the Netherlands, Australia and 
Ukraine attended a meeting over the downing that 
killed all 298 people on board Flight MH17. The coun¬ 
tries are among the five nations investigating the inci¬ 
dent, along with Malaysia and Belgium. 

Ukraine and the West suspect the plane, traveling from 
Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur, was hit by a surface-to- 
air missile fired by Russian soldiers or Russia-backed 
separafisf rebels on July 17, 2014. Russia denies fhaf, 
and state media have alleged the plane was shot 
down by a Ukrainian missile or warplane. 

“Russia has callously disregarded the public outcry 
in the grieving nations,” U.S. Ambassador Samantha 
Power said, adding that the United States was among 
the 18 countries that lost citizens in the disaster. 

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop of Australia, which lost 39 
citizens, said, “The veto only compounds the atrocity.” 
Three countries abstained from the vote: China, An¬ 
gola and Venezuela, whose ambassador said victims’ 
suffering shouldn’t be used politically. 

Wednesday's vote followed a last-minute effort to 
lobby Russian President Vladimir Putin, who has said 
setting up a tribunal would not make sense while the 
investigation continued. 

The Dutch ambassador to the U.N., Karel van Oosterom, 
tweeted a statement saying Prime Minister Mark Rutte 
told Putin that “it was preferable to make a decision 
about the tribunal before the facts and charges have 
been established precisely in order to avoid politicizing 
the prosecution process." 

But the Kremlin quoted Putin as saying a tribunal would 
be “inexpedient” because Russia still has “a lot of 
questions” about the investigation to which it had little 
access. 

Russia had offered its own draft that demanded justice 
for those responsible for fhe crash without calling for a 
tribunal. Russian Ambassador Vitaly Churkin told the 
council after the vote that such a tribunal risked not 
being impartial and being subject to media “propa¬ 
ganda,” and he called past tribunals for the Rwanda 
genocide and the violence in the former Yugoslavia 
“expensive.” 

Ministers from the five investigating countries, along 
with allies in the 15-member council, later stressed 
that other legal options are available, but some ac¬ 
knowledged that a tribunal established by the council 
remains the best option. Some indicated they might 
pursue it again. 

“We will very quickly agree on the next step,” Dutch 
Foreign Minister Bert Koenders told reporters. “I assure 
you we haven't lost time." 

The foreign ministers also met Wednesday morning 
with U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who called 
for justice and accountability. 

A preliminary report released in the Netherlands last 
year said the plane had no technical problems in the 
seconds before it broke up in the sky after being struck 
by multiple objects — a conclusion that experts said 
likely pointed to a missile strike. 

The investigation led by the Dutch Safety Board aims 
only to determine the crash cause, not to ascribe 
blame. The probe is being led by The Netherlands be¬ 
cause 196 of the victims were Dutch.Q 
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Carter: 

Successful Iran nuclear deal better than strike 



Secretary of State John Kerry, left, and Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew, center, listen as 
Defense Secretary Ash Carter, right, testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, July 
29, 2015, before the Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on the impacts of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) on U.S. Interests and the Military Balance in the Middle 
East. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik) 


Senate confirms 
Obama’s pick for 
Joint Chiefs chair 

DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Senate on Wednesday 
confirmed President Barack 
Obama's pick to be the 
next chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

Marine Gen. Joseph Dun- 
ford Jr., who is currently 
commandant of the Marine 
Corps, is expected to take 
over Oct. 1 for Gen. Martin 
E. Dempsey, who will retire 
after a 41 -year Army career. 
Dunford is a widely respect¬ 
ed, combat-hardened 
commander who led the 
Afghanistan war coalition 
during a key transitional pe¬ 
riod during 2013-14. 

During his 18 months in Af¬ 
ghanistan, Dunford over¬ 
saw the ongoing draw¬ 
down of U.S. troops, the 
transition to Afghan military 
lead in combat operations 
and the tumultuous Afghan 
elections that dragged on 
and stalled efforts to reach 
an agreement on the U.S. 
military’s future presence 
in the country. The promo¬ 
tion cut short Dunford’s ser¬ 
vice as the commandant 
of the U.S. Marine Corps, a 
job he began last October. 
During his fast-tracked ca¬ 
reer, Dunford jumped from 
a one-star general to four 
stars in about three years. 
Dunford, 59, is a Boston na¬ 
tive who holds master’s 
degrees in government 
from Georgetown Univer¬ 
sity and international rela¬ 
tions from Tufts University’s 
Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy.Q 


DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — De¬ 
fense Secretary Ash Cart¬ 
er said Wednesday that 
the U.S. armed forces stand 
ready to confront Iran, but 
told lawmakers that a suc¬ 
cessful implementation of 
the nuclear agreement 
with Tehran is preferable to 
a military strike. 

Carter, Gen. Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
and three members of 
President Barack Obama's 
Cabinet testified at a com¬ 
mittee hearing as part of 
the White House’s aggres¬ 
sive campaign to con¬ 
vince Congress to back 
the Iranian nuclear deal, 
which calls on Iran to curb 
its nuclear program in ex¬ 
change for billions of dol¬ 
lars in sanctions relief. 
Carter said there is a pos¬ 
sibility that the nuclear 
agreement will move for¬ 
ward, but will not be “suc¬ 
cessfully implemented.” 
“That’s why we are under 
instructions from the presi¬ 
dent to preserve, and in¬ 
deed we are improving 
— and I can’t get into that 
here — the military option," 
Carter said. “Temporary as 
it is, it needs to be there be¬ 
cause that's our fall back.” 
At the same time. Carter 
said that the success¬ 
ful implementation of the 
agreement would be bet¬ 
ter than taking military ac¬ 
tion because a strike would 
be temporary and likely 


would make Iran “irrecon¬ 
cilably resigned” to getting 
a nuclear weapon. 
Dempsey added that im¬ 
plementation of the nucle¬ 
ar deal actually strength¬ 
ens the military option 
because with enhanced 
inspections and access to 
sites in Iran, the U.S. would 
be able to obtain more 
knowledge about nuclear 
sites “that we might strike.” 
Congress, which has be¬ 
gun a 60-day review of 
the deal, is expected to 
vote in September. If the 
Republican-controlled 
Congress passes a resolu¬ 
tion of disapproval for the 
deal, Obama has said he 


will veto it. The administra¬ 
tion is hoping to secure the 
backing of Democrats to 
sustain the veto. 

Earlier in the week, the 
White House won the 
backing of Democratic 
Rep. Sander Levin, a Jew¬ 
ish lawmaker whose sup¬ 
port was critical because 
Iran has threatened to de¬ 
stroy Israel. 

Rep. Jerrold Nadler met 
with members of a pro-lsra- 
el lobby Wednesday morn¬ 
ing and then went to the 
White House to meet one- 
on-one with the president. 
“He (Obama) asked for 
the meeting. I assume he’s 
doing it with a number of 


people,” Nadler said. “He’s 
a very persuasive person 
and he knows his subject 
so I have to assume that if 
minds are open, some will 
be affected.” Nadler, who 
is Jewish, said he hasn't 
decided. Underscoring 
the hard-fought gains 
and losses. New York Rep. 
Grace Meng, a Democrat¬ 
ic member of the House 
Foreign Affairs Commit¬ 
tee, came out against the 
deal on Wednesday. She 
said the inspections proto¬ 
cols in the agreement are 
“flawed” and that she's 
concerned that Iran’s nu¬ 
clear infrastructure will re¬ 
main intact. □ 
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US Cop Indicted on Murder in Traffic-Stop Shooting 


Cincinnati Police Chief Jeffrey Blackwell, left, speaks with a protestor during a demonstration 
outside the Hamilton County Courthouse after murder and manslaughter charges against Univer¬ 
sity of Cincinnati police officer Ray Tensing were announced for the traffic stop shooting death 
of motorist Samuel DuBose, Wednesday, July 29, 2015, in Cincinnati. Hamilton County sheriff's 
spokesman Michael Robison says 25-year-old Tensing turned himself in at the county justice cen¬ 
ter Wednesday afternoon. 

(AP Photo/John Minchillo) 


Continued from front 


“He fell backward after he 
shot (DuBose) in the head,” 
Deters said. 

On footage released from 
the body-camera video 


Wednesday, the officer 
can be heard asking for 
DuBose's driver's license 
several times with DuBose 
at one point saying he had 
one. Later, DuBose says, 
“But I don’t think I have it 


on me.” 

Tensing asks DuBose to un¬ 
buckle his seat belt. About 
that time Tensing pulls on 
the door handle, and Du¬ 
Bose puts his hand on the 
door to keep it closed. 


Then the video becomes 
shaky, but a gunshot can 
be heard and DuBose ap¬ 
pears to be slumped in the 
seat before the car rolls 
away, coming to stop at a 
nearby corner. 

DuBose's family had been 
pressing for release of the 
video, and news organiza¬ 
tions including The Associ¬ 
ated Press had sued Deters 
to get it released under 
Ohio open records law, but 
Deters released it before 
any ruling had been made. 
The University of Cincinnati 
said it fired Tensing after his 
indictment. 

Tensing turned himself in 
Wednesday afternoon at 
the Hamilton County Jus¬ 
tice Center and was pro¬ 
cessed on charges of mur¬ 
der and voluntary man¬ 
slaughter. 

Tensing's attorney, Stew¬ 
art Mathews, didn't return 
phone messages seeking 
comment after the indict¬ 
ment announcement. 
Mathews said ear¬ 
lier Wednesday that he 
thought an indictment was 


likely “given the political 
climate" and comments 
made by city officials. 
But Mathews said given 
the evidence he’s seen, 
he doesn’t believe there 
should be an indictment. 
Deters called the shooting 
“senseless” and “asinine.” 
“He purposely killed him,” 
Deters said. “He should 
never have been a police 
officer." 

The prosecutor also said 
he thought it was time to 
reconsider the UC police 
department's role. 

“I don't think a university 
should be in the policing 
business,” Deters said. 

A message for comment 
was left Wednesday with 
the police department. The 
university said earlier this 
week it plans an indepen¬ 
dent review of its police 
department's policies. 

The University of Cincinnati 
on Wednesday closed its 
main campus in anticipa¬ 
tion of grand jury action in 
the case. 

If convicted, Tensing could 
face up to life in prisonO 



US: New York man tried to support Islamic State group 


CAROLYN THOMPSON 
Associated Press 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) — 

A New York State man trav¬ 
eled overseas in a bid to 
join the Islamic State group 
after buying night-vision 
goggles, a machete and 
body armor and pledging 
his loyalty to the group on 
Twitter, federal authorities 
said Wednesday after ar¬ 
resting him on a charge of 
attempting to provide ma¬ 
terial support to a designat¬ 
ed terrorist organization. 
Arafat Nagi posted mul¬ 
tiple photos of behead¬ 
ings and severed heads in 
2014 before flying to Tur¬ 
key, where he stayed for 
10 days before continuing 


on to Yemen for a month, 
a criminal complaint said. 
He was planning another 
trip, to Syria by way of Tur¬ 
key and Yemen, within a 
few months, the complaint 
said.Investigators learned 
of Nagi’s activities after be¬ 
ing tipped off by residents 
alarmed by his jihadi be¬ 
liefs, which he espoused in 
person and on social me¬ 
dia, the complaint said. 
“One community member 
... felt that Nagi did pose a 
threat to this area,” U.S. At¬ 
torney William Hochul said. 
“As you go through some 
of the (purchased) items 
of combat military gear, 
which include at least in 
one instance, a weapon. 


we certainly took it very, 
very seriously, the possibility 
of danger to the commu¬ 
nity.” 

Nagi, 44, appeared in U.S. 
District Court, where he 
was ordered held without 
bail pending a hearing Fri¬ 
day. If convicted, he could 
face up to 15 years in pris¬ 
on. His court-appointed at¬ 
torney, Jeremy Schwartz, 
told WGRZ-TV he had “no 
intention to engage in any 
terrorist activity." 

Schwartz did not return a 
call seeking further com¬ 
ment Wednesday. 

Nagi has been on the radar 
of investigators for several 
years, said Peter Ahearn, 
who was in charge of the 


FBI's Buffalo office in 2002 
when the Lackawanna Six 
were arrested. The group 
of young men from the for¬ 
mer steel town where Nagi 
lives eventually were im¬ 
prisoned for attending an 
al-Qaida training camp in 
Afghanistan shortly before 
the Sept. 11,2001, terror at¬ 
tacks. 

Nagi, Ahearn said, had 
wanted to make the origi¬ 
nal trip but couldn't, pos¬ 
sibly because he couldn’t 
afford it. Plans for a similar 
trip were then waylaid by 
the terror attacks, Ahearn 
said. 

That his loyalty would now 
be with the Islamic State 
was not surprising, said 


Ahearn, now a Washing- 
ton-area consultant. 

“He was a classic wanna¬ 
be,” he said. “I think this is 
showing he's never been 
happy with the fact that he 
couldn’t be part of a group 
so to speak. ... He wanted 
to be part of something like 
this.” 

Nagi is a U.S. citizen, but 
authorities did not know 
whether he was born in this 
country. 

Hochul said Nagi’s 2014 trip 
was his second to Turkey 
within the past three years. 
Nagi is believed to have 
been acting alone, FBI 
assistant special agent 
in charge Steven Lanser 
said.Q 
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Coast Guard official: Search for teens is ‘active and open 



Andrew Grubowski, 10, of Palm City, Fla., releases a lantern during a vigil for Austin Stephanos and 
Perry Cohen, in Stuart, Fla. The two teenagers have been missing since last Friday when they went 
out on a boat to go fishing from Tequesta, Fla. A search continues for the boys from the Atlantic 
waters off Daytona Beach, Fla, north through Savannah, Ga. 


MATT SEDENSKY 
TAMARA LUSH 
Associated Press 
TEQUESTA, Florida (AP) — 

Coast Guard and state 
officials visifed the Florida 
home of one of two missing 
teenage boaters Wednes¬ 
day, and a spokesman told 
news reporters the search 
for the boys is still “active 
and open.” 

Capt. Mark Fedor of fhe 
Coast Guard said the 
search has not been sus¬ 
pended contradicting ear¬ 
lier reports. 

The Coast Guard and 
Florida Fish and Wildlife of¬ 
ficers were at the home of 
14-year-old Perry Cohen 
for almost an hour Wednes¬ 
day afternoon. 

Fedor offered no further 
comment and didn’t take 
questions. Earlier, a U.S. of¬ 
ficial in Washington had 
said the Coast Guard was 
suspending the search. 
Crews have been search¬ 
ing for Cohen and Austin 
Stephanos for six days. 


The teen's capsized boat 
was found Sunday, and 
the Coast Guard said it was 
searching the waters from 
Daytona Beach, Florida, to 


South Carolina. 

The Coast Guard’s relent¬ 
less hunt for the 14-year- 
old fishermen had entered 
its sixth day with questions 


(AP Photo/Lynne Sladky) 

growing over how long 
it could go on. Decision¬ 
makers were juggling a mix 
of “art and science,” Chief 
Petty Officer Ryan Doss 


said, trying to balance the 
knowledge of how long 
people can survive adrift 
with the unknowns on 
whether the boys had flo¬ 
tation devices and drinking 
water and what their physi¬ 
cal condition is. 

“We know it can hap¬ 
pen,” Doss said of finding 
the boys alive, “and we’re 
hoping it happens again.” 
Five hundred feet above 
the Atlantic on Tuesday, an 
eight-person Coast Guard 
crew aboard a C-130 
plane flew in a grid pat¬ 
tern to survey the ocean 
below. Two men flopped 
on their bellies on a cargo 
ramp, scouring the waters, 
while other crew mem¬ 
bers searched from the 
windows or used a joystick 
to manipulate a camera 
scanning the seas. 

Mostly they saw vast ex¬ 
panses of water - some of if 
murky, some so clear turtles 
could be seen swimming 
50 feet (15 meters) below 
the surface. □ 
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Prosecutors charge teen with 
murder in death of 8-year-old 



James Holmes, background fifth from left in white shirt, stands along with others as the jury enters 
the courtroom, during the sentencing phase of the Colorado theater shooting trial in Centennial, 
Colo., on Wednesday, July 29, 2015. (Colorado JD video via AP, Pool) 


Colorado shooter’s mom: 
Silence was his loudest cry for help 


SADIE GURMAN 
Associated Press 
CENTENNIAL, Colorado 
(AP) — James Holmes' 
mother insisted Wednesday 
that she would “have been 
crawling on all fours” to 
reach him had she known 
he was talking about kill¬ 
ing people weeks before 
he ambushed a crowded 
Colorado movie theater. 
Arlene Holmes said her 
son's campus psychiatrist 
never told her that James 
Holmes had homicidal 
thoughts when she called 
that June and revealed 
that he was quitting ther¬ 
apy and dropping out of 
school. 

“We wouldn’t be sitting 
here if she had told me 
that!" Holmes' mother said, 
her sobs rising to anger. "I 
would have been crawl¬ 
ing on all fours to get to 
him. She never said he was 
thinking of killing people. 
She didn't tell me. She 


didn’t tell me. She didn't 
tell me!” 

"He was not a violent per¬ 
son. At least not until the 
event,” Holmes’ father, 
Robert Holmes, said earlier 
Wednesday. 

“The event” is a phrase he 
used several times to refer 
to his son’s attack on the 
audience inside a dark¬ 
ened Colorado movie the¬ 
ater on July 20, 2012, which 
killed 12 people, injured 70 
others and makes James 
Holmes eligible for the 
death penalty. 

Arlene Holmes also com¬ 
plained that the University 
of Colorado psychiatrist. 
Dr. Lynne Fenton, didn't re¬ 
spond to a message seek¬ 
ing more details about their 
son. They hadn’t known he 
was getting therapy, and 
thought perhaps he was 
depressed, or was suffering 
from Asperger's syndrome, 
Robert Holmes said. 

Fenton testified earlier that 


she had called James Hol¬ 
mes' parents, overriding 
her concerns that she was 
violating her client’s pri¬ 
vacy, because she was try¬ 
ing to decide whether he 
posed a danger to himself 
or others. A campus secu¬ 
rity official had offered to 
detain him for an involun¬ 
tary hospital mental health 
commitment, but Fenton 
declined, in part because 
she said the parents told 
her he had always been 
withdrawn. Holmes had en¬ 
rolled in a prestigious neu¬ 
roscience postgraduate 
program at the university 
in 2011. But his parents had 
grown increasingly worried 
when he came home on 
his first winter break look¬ 
ing haggard and making 
odd facial expressions. He 
shared his fear of failure 
later that spring, but his 
parents said they had no 
idea he was descending 
into mental illness. □ 


JANIE HAR 
MARTHA MENDOZA 
Associated Press 
SANTA CRUZ, Califor¬ 
nia (AP) — Prosecutors 
charged a 15-year-old 
boy with murder, kidnap¬ 
ping and rape Wednes¬ 
day in the death of an 
8-year-old girl in an artists 
complex in a California 
beach town. 

Police say Adrian Jerry 
Gonzalez lured Madyson 
Middleton into his family’s 
apartment from a court¬ 
yard where she had been 
riding her scooter over the 
weekend. Once inside, he 
tied her up, sexually as¬ 
saulted and killed her, ac¬ 
cording a charging docu¬ 
ment. 

Gonzalez remains in cus¬ 
tody at the Santa Cruz 
County juvenile deten¬ 
tion center, where he has 
been held since the girl’s 
body was found in a recy- 


ALAN SUDERMAN 
Associated Press 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 

Three University of Virginia 
graduates and members of 
a fraternity profiled in a de¬ 
bunked account of a gang 
rape in a retracted Rolling 
Stone magazine story filed 
a lawsuit against the publi¬ 
cation and the article's au¬ 
thor Wednesday, court re¬ 
cords show. The three men, 
George Elias IV, Stephen 
Hadford and Ross Fowler, 
filed suit U.S. District Court in 
New York. They are also su¬ 
ing Rolling Stone’s publisher, 
Wenner Media. A lawyer for 
the men said they suffered 
“vicious and hurtful attacks" 
because of inaccuracies in 
the November 2014 article, 
which was written by jour¬ 
nalist Sabrina Rubin Erdely. 


cling bin Monday evening. 
“Unfortunately, the search 
for Maddy ended in the 
worst way possible,” Santa 
Cruz District Attorney Jef¬ 
frey Rosell said. 

He said Gonzalez will be 
charged as an adult and 
added that in his two de¬ 
cades in Santa Cruz, he’s 
never seen a 15-year-old 
charged with murder. 

The charges could send 
Gonzalez to prison for the 
rest of his life. 

Larry Biggam of the Santa 
Cruz public defender’s of¬ 
fice said he expects to be 
appointed as the teen's 
lawyer at the arraignment 
Thursday, but he declined 
to comment on the case. 
Authorities haven’t been 
able to establish a motive 
in the killing. “People do 
things for lots of reasons, 
sometimes we understand 
it, sometimes we don’t,” 
Rosell said. □ 


In their lawsuit, the three 
2013 graduates said the ar¬ 
ticle “created a simple and 
direct way to match the al¬ 
leged attackers” from the 
alleged gang rape to them 
based on details provided 
in the story. 

For instance, Elias’ room 
at the fraternity house was 
“the mostly likely scene of 
the alleged crime” based 
on the details in the Roll¬ 
ing Stone article. “Upon re¬ 
lease of the article, family 
friends, acquaintances, co¬ 
workers and reporters easily 
matched (Elias) as one of 
the alleged attackers and, 
among other things, interro¬ 
gated him, humiliated him, 
and scolded him,” the law¬ 
suit said, adding that Had¬ 
ford and Fowler “suffered 
similar attacks.”□ 


3 UVa grads suing Rolling Stone 
over retracted 2014 rape story 
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Average U.S. vehicle age hits record 11.5 years 


DEE-ANN DURBIN 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — In the age 

of Apple’s CarPlay, a lot of 
cars on the road still have 
tape decks. 

The average vehicle in 
the U.S. is now a record 
11.5 years old, accord¬ 
ing to consulting firm IHS 
Automotive, a sign of fhe 
increased reliability of to¬ 
day’s vehicles and the lin¬ 
gering impact of the sharp 
drop in new car sales dur¬ 
ing the recession. 

Drivers behind the wheel 
of older cars aren't enjoy¬ 
ing some of fhe latest ad¬ 
vanced safety features or 
infotainment systems that 
effectively turn cars into 
cellphones on wheels. Then 
again, they don’t have to 
worry about hackers find¬ 
ing their way in to the car’s 
computer network through 
the cassette or CD player. 
IHS said U.S. registrations 
grew to a record 257.9 mil¬ 
lion cars and trucks, up 2 
percent from a year ear¬ 


lier. The average age of 
vehicles has been climb¬ 
ing steadily since IHS be¬ 
gan tracking the number 
in 2002. As quality and re¬ 
liability have improved, 
people have been holding 
on to their cars and trucks 
for longer. The average 
length of ownership for a 
new vehicle is now almost 
6.5 years, IHS said. For a 
used vehicle, it’s five years. 
Cars and trucks now have 
the same average age, 
says Mark Seng, IHS Au¬ 
tomotive’s global after- 
market practice leader. 
For many years, cars had 
shorter lifespans than 
trucks, but their quality has 
now caught up. 

Experts say there’s no rule 
for how long to hold on to 
an old car or truck. A car 
with good reliability can go 
for 200,000 miles or more, 
which can easily last a de¬ 
cade for some motorists, 
says Doug Love, a spokes¬ 
man for Consumer Reports. 
The magazine doesn't 


Strong US home sales, limited 
supply lift home prices in May 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
home prices rose steadily 
in May, pushed higher by 
a healthy increase in sales 
this year. 

The Standard & Poor’s/ 
Case-Shiller 20-city home 
price index climbed 4.9 
percent in May from 12 
months earlier, down slight¬ 
ly from a 5 percent pace 
in April, according to S&P 
Dow Jones Indices. 

Home sales have jumped 
in recent months as an im¬ 
proving economy boosts 
hiring and enables more 
people to afford a pur¬ 
chase. Yet the higher sales 
haven't encouraged more 
people to sell their homes, 
leaving supplies tight and 


driving up prices. 

And separate data re¬ 
leased by the Census Bu¬ 
reau this week pointed to 
the limited impact of the 
three-year old housing re¬ 
covery: The proportion of 
Americans owning their 
own homes has continued 
to decline and is now at 
the lowest level since 1967. 
Still, prices are soaring high¬ 
er in some cities, according 
to Case-Shiller: They rose 10 
percent from a year ago 
in Denver, 9.7 percent in 
San Francisco and 8.4 per¬ 
cent in Dallas. Washington, 
D.C. posted the smallest in¬ 
crease at 1.3 percent. Pric¬ 
es rose in all 20 cities from 
a year earlier. The Case- 
Shiller index covers roughly 
half of U.S. homesO 



In this June 24, 2015, file photo, afternoon rush our traffic moves along a highway in Phoenix. 

Associated Press 


recommend driving older 
cars without two key safety 
features introduced more 
than a decade ago: elec¬ 
tronic stability control and 


side curtain air bags. 

The aging car popula¬ 
tion could mean that 
Americans will be slow to 
adapt safety and semi- 


autonomous features that 
have car company ex¬ 
ecutives and experts her¬ 
alding a new age of the 
automobile. □ 
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Rome’s hot summer: corruption, breakdowns run city to ground 



Public transport workers raise their hands during a protest at Campidoglio Capitol Hill square in 
Rome, Wednesday, July 29,2015. Just when Rome needs to be at its best, the city is being shamed 
by corruption scandals and a breakdown in public services — especially in the mass transit that 
many of the pilgrim masses will be using. 


FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Pope Fran¬ 
cis has declared a Jubilee 
Year for Rome. But the Eter¬ 
nal City will need a miracle 
to find anything to feel jubi¬ 
lant about. 

Just when Rome needs to 
be at its best, the city is be¬ 
ing shamed by corruption 
scandals and a breakdown 
in public services — espe¬ 
cially in the mass transit 


NICHOLAS PAPHITIS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Greece's prime minister 
sought to contain a deep¬ 
ening rift in his radical left 
Syriza party Wednesday, 
warning rebels that he 
would have to call early 
elections if they keep op¬ 
posing key reforms de¬ 
manded for a new interna¬ 
tional bailout. 

Alexis Tsipras insisted that 
he has no wish to go to the 
polls, which would put the 
country through more polit¬ 
ical uncertainty, potentially 
hurting the economy at a 
crucial point in its struggle 


that many of the expected 
30 million Jubilee pilgrims 
will depend on. 

Amid a relentless heat 
wave, bus drivers have 
been yanking buses out of 
service, forcing passengers 
off, often between stops. 
Others deliberately drive 
their spine-rattling buses 
so slowly that it’s faster to 
walk. 

The actions are part of a 
protest against Rome May- 


to stabilize. 

But he added: “If I don’t 
have the parliamentary 
majority I will be forced to 
go to elections.” 

In an interview with Syriza's 
Sto Kokkino radio station, 
Tsipras said that he wants 
to hold a party congress in 
September, once the vital 
bailout deal is sealed, to 
decide on the party’s fu¬ 
ture. Tsipras and his Syriza 
party came to power only 
in January with a four-year 
mandate. 

Representatives of 

Greece's creditors — its Eu¬ 
ropean Union partners and 
the International Monetary 


(AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino) 

or Ignazio Marino’s order 
for bus drivers to punch in 
the clock like other city 
employees. The transport 
breakdown is one of the 
biggest headaches in a 
summer of chaos extraor¬ 
dinary even for a city that 
sees chaos as a way of life. 
Meanwhile, Marino has 
taken the drastic step of 
getting help from a pros¬ 
ecutor famed for combat¬ 
ting Sicilian mobsters to 


Fund — are currently meet¬ 
ing officials in Athens to dis¬ 
cuss the terms of the new 
bailout, designed to pro¬ 
vide 85 billion euros over 
three years. 

“We are satisfied with the 
smooth and construc¬ 
tive cooperation with the 
Greek authorities, 
and that should now allow 
us to progress as swiftly as 
possible,” Mina Andreeva, 
a European Commission 
spokeswoman, said in Brus¬ 
sels. 

The main issues under ne¬ 
gotiation are pension and 
labor reforms. Greece is 
hoping to have a deal 


help root out City Hall cor¬ 
ruption. The Mafia-fighter 
was enlisted following doz¬ 
ens of arrests since late last 
year of city politicians and 
businessmen with links to 
the political right and left. 
The scandal’s best-known 
suspect is none other 
than Marino’s predeces¬ 
sor as mayor: former neo- 
fascist street fighter Gianni 
Alemanno, who denies 
wrongdoing. He is being 
investigated for allegedly 
colluding with businessmen 
using mafia-like methods 
to win municipal contracts. 
Alemanno’s tenure alleg¬ 
edly involved rampant 
nepotistic hiring, including 
a go-go dancer as a man¬ 
ager's assistant. 

Corruption and crony¬ 
ism have direct links to 
Rome's current transport 
woes: Patronage scandals 
are blamed for helping to 
bankrupt the municipal 
transit company ATAC, 
which might be forced to 
stop service due to lack of 
funds. Free-wheeling hiring 
of friends and other im¬ 
proper practices have also 
put other municipal agen¬ 
cies like trash pickup in ter¬ 
rible financial condition. 


ready for parliamentary 
approval on Aug. 18, two 
days before it has to repay 
more than 3 billion euros, 
which it currently lacks, to 
the European Central Bank. 
Failure to pay the ECB 
would prompt bankruptcy 
and new fears of a forced 
euro currency exit. 

Tsipras was elected on a 
staunchly anti-austerity 
platform that resonated 
with Greeks hard-hit by five 
years of tough income cuts 
and tax hikes demanded 
by international creditors 
in return for the rescue 
loans that kept the country 
afloatO 


Under Alemanno, bonuses 
were generously doled out 
to city workers to reward 
them for diligently show¬ 
ing up for work at least 110 
days a year. 

Marino, a liver transplant 
surgeon who became a 
politician a decade ago, 
says he is determined to 
keep Rome from collapsing 
in dysfunction. The problem 
is he’s desperately trying 
to save the patient while 
seeing his own operating 
team disappear. Several 
commissioners have quit 
in despair. On Tuesday, re¬ 
placing his second budget 
czar, Marino drily recalled 
the shock that greeted him 
shortly after being elected 
in 2013: “I never imagined 
I'd find the coffers empty," 
he said. “Nearly a billion 
(euros) in the red, orga¬ 
nized crime, corruption.” 
“About all that was lack¬ 
ing along the way were 
land mines,” the mayor 
told reporters.Marino fired 
his transport commission¬ 
er after a video surfaced 
on the Internet showing a 
crammed subway car filled 
with commuters hurtling 
through the underground 
with doors wide open. 

“The trains are old, they 
aren’t maintained, they 
are dirty. It seems like there 
isn’t even anyone who 
cleans them," said Clau¬ 
dio Laudi, waiting at a stop 
near the Piazza del Popolo. 
“I just don’t think you can 
compare (Rome) to other 
European capitals. Madrid 
is different. Paris is differ¬ 
ent, we have been left be¬ 
hind.” 

Premier Matteo Renzi, 
whose Democratic Party 
backed Marino for mayor, 
is keeping a cautious dis¬ 
tance. At a recent political 
event, Renzi told Marino 
critics: “Take an opinion 
survey of Romans and 
let me know how it turns 
out.”Q 


Greece's Tsipras: rebels could force early election 
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Yemen’s president orders militias merged into his forces 



A Shiite fighter known as a 
Houthi, wearing army uniform, 
stands guard on a wall during 
a rally against Saudi-led air- 
strikes in Sanaa, Yemen. 

(AP Photo/Hani Mohammed) 

AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — 

From his exile in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, Yemen’s president on 
Wednesday ordered that 
militias battling Shiite reb¬ 
els in Yemen be merged 
with his national army units, 
a move that comes in an 
apparent attempt to uni¬ 
fy forces fighting on the 
ground. 

It was not immediately 
clear how the order would 
translate on the front-lines 
in Yemen, where fierce, 
months-long fighting has 
pitted Iran-backed Shiite 
rebels known as Houthis 
and troops loyal to the 
country's former president, 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, against 
southern separatists, local 
and tribal militias, Sunni Is¬ 
lamic militants and loyalists 
of President Abed Rabbo 
Mansour Hadi. 

Also, a Saudi-led coalition 
has been waging an air 
campaign since March 
against the Houthis, who 
control the capital, Sanaa, 
parts of northern Yemen 
and who are pushing to 
expand their power grab 
to the south of this impov¬ 
erished Arabian Peninsula 
country. 

According to Hadi’s ad¬ 
viser, Maj. Gen. Jafaar 
Mohammed Saad, au¬ 
thorities are “working on 
implementing the decision 
in the fastest time possible” 
to integrate the militias, 
known as “Popular Resis¬ 
tance” units — a vague 
term used for a wide spec¬ 
ter of groups opposed to 
the Houthis. 

However, security and mili¬ 
tary officials said they fear 
the order could provide a 


path for extremists such as 
al-Qaida to infiltrate military 
ranks. 

The officials spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they are not autho¬ 
rized to speak to journalists. 
Some also questioned 
Hadi's motives for the or¬ 
der. 


“The decision is an attempt 
by Hadi to win the favor 
of the Yemeni street, es¬ 
pecially in the south,” said 
Yemen-based political an¬ 
alyst Ahmed Dobhi. 
Yemen’s national army is 
fractured. Many powerful 
military units loyal to the 
former president, Saleh, 


are fighting alongside the 
Houthis. 

In the southern port city of 
Aden, militia members are 
also being recruited by lo¬ 
cal police stations that are 
short of manpower, security 
officials said, also speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
under regulations. 


Anti-Houthi fighters in Aden 
said last week that they 
seized full control of the 
city, after pushing the reb¬ 
els from their last holdout. 
Also Wednesday, a car 
bomb exploded in Sanaa, 
next to a mosque belong¬ 
ing to the minority al-Bohra 
community, a Shiite sect.Q 
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Israeli bulldozers start demolishing France deploys riot police 
a contested West Bank settlement to bolster Calais security 


DANIEL ESTRIN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
bulldozers began demol¬ 
ishing a contested housing 
complex in a West Bank 
settlement on Wednesday 
as the prime minister’s of¬ 
fice announced the “im¬ 
mediate construction” of 
some 300 new units at an¬ 
other location in the same 
settlement and advanced 
plans for about 500 new 
units in east Jerusalem. 

The move, which is likely to 
draw international rebuke, 
comes amid a standoff in 
the Beit El settlement, to 
the north of Jerusalem in 
the West Bank. 

The standoff escalated 
sharply Wednesday, after 


the Israeli Supreme Court 
rejected a petition to over¬ 
turn its initial ruling to de¬ 
molish a complex in Beit El 
and ordered the destruc¬ 
tion completed no later 
than Thursday. The com¬ 
plex was deemed illegal 
because it was under con¬ 
struction without prior Israeli 
authorization. 

The military moved in and 
removed protesters holed 
up inside, but hundreds of 
Jewish settlers gathered 
at the scene and some 
fought with Israeli forces, 
who responded by firing 
water cannons at the pro¬ 
testers. 

Tempers are high among 
some in the settler commu¬ 
nity as it marks a decade 


since Israel's “disengage¬ 
ment" from the Gaza Strip, 
when Israel in the summer 
of 2005 withdrew all its civil¬ 
ians and soldiers from all of 
the settlements there and 
also from two in the West 
Bank. 

Israel initially promised to 
build the 300 housing units 
in Beit El three years ago, 
when it ordered the re¬ 
moval of other buildings 
constructed on private Pal¬ 
estinian land. 

The new units announced 
by Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
office are both in Beit El 
and elsewhere, including 
areas in east Jerusalem, 
which Israeli leaders say 
are inseparable neighbor¬ 
hoods of Jerusalem. □ 


Associated Press 
CALAIS, France (AP) — The 

young Afghan has tried 
every single day for three 
months to get into the rail¬ 
way tunnel in Calais lead¬ 
ing to England and what 
he hopes will be a better 
life. For him, like the dozens 
who appeared as darkness 
fell, Wednesday would be 
the same even if their num¬ 
bers were immeasurably 
larger than even a week 
ago. 

Undeterred by an influx of 
French riot police, a surveil¬ 
lance helicopter, or a ninth 
death this summer among 
the tens of thousands who 
attempt to cross the Chan¬ 
nel, the migrants came 
in groups of a dozen or 
more. Men and women, 
some hiding their faces be¬ 
neath bandannas, walked 
single file to sneak over a 
bent fence along the train 
tracks leading to the tunnel 
and ultimately to England. 
One migrant was crushed 
to death and another was 
critically injured after be¬ 
ing electrocuted in Paris on 
Wednesday alone. 

“Every day there’s a risk of 
life. People are losing their 
life. Accept them or reject 
them,” said 31 -year-old Na- 
zirullah, who gave no sur¬ 
name. He said he arrived in 
Calais three months ago, 
speaking good English and 
claiming he had worked at 
the French Embassy back 
in Afghanistan. 

Migrants pressing north¬ 
ward toward both coun¬ 
tries are fleeing war, dic¬ 
tatorship and poverty in 
Africa and the Middle East. 
They tend to spend as little 
time as possible in their 
southern European land¬ 
ing spots, like Italy, where 


two ships unloaded on 
Wednesday, one carry¬ 
ing 435 passengers and 14 
bodies and another with 
692 migrants. 

Many hit a dead end on 
the French side of the 50-ki- 
lometer (30-mile) Channel 
Tunnel, often referred to as 
the Chunnel, which is used 
by passenger trains and 
freight services to connect 
France and Britain. 

British officials have in¬ 
creasingly sounded the 
alarm over a potential in¬ 
flux of foreigners. French 
officials, meanwhile, are 
concerned about the 
roughly 3,000 migrants in 
encampments called “the 
jungle” by the inhabitants 
of the largely lawless sites 
scattered haphazardly in 
the area. 

It's not clear how many 
ever reach Britain, al¬ 
though at least a few 
succeeded this week in 
stowing aboard trains to 
make the 35-minute trip. 
Others were led away in 
the darkness, including a 
small group retrieved from 
a ditch by a single watch¬ 
man wielding little more 
than a flashlight. 

France dispatched 120 riot 
police immediately to Cal¬ 
ais to bolster security that 
British authorities complain 
has been lax. France's 
government, meanwhile, 
called on Eurotunnel, the 
company that operates 
the tunnel, to step up its 
protection of the sensitive 
site. 

By Wednesday night, a 
police helicopter hovered 
overhead and gendarmes 
in flak jackets turned back 
about two dozen. 

Continued on Page 27 



Israeli settlers watch the demolition of a building at the Jewish settlement of Beit El, near the 
West Bank town of Ramallah, Wednesday, July 29, 2015. Israeli bulldozers began demolishing 
a contested housing complex in a West Bank settlement on Wednesday as the prime minister's 
office announced the “immediate construction” of some 300 new units at another location in the 
same settlement and advanced plans for about 500 new units in east Jerusalem. 

(AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov) 
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AP: Pakistani militant leader 
killed in police convoy attack 

ASIM TANVEER 
MUNIR AHMED 
Associated Press 

MUZAFFARGARH, Pakistan (AP) — One of Pakistan’s 
most-feared Islamic militant leaders, believed to be 
behind the killing of scores of minority Shiites, was 
gunned down along with 13 other militants during an 
assault on a police convoy that was transporting him 
from prison on Wednesday. 

Malik Ishaq, who directed the operations of the Tal¬ 
iban- and al-Qaida-linked Lashkar-e-Jhangvi group, 
was so feared in Pakistan that frightened judges hid 
their faces from him and even offered him tea and 
cookies in court. 

Ishaq, believed to be either 55 or 56, operated free¬ 
ly for years in Pakistan as the country's intelligence 
services helped nurture Islamic militant groups in the 
1980s and 1990s to maintain influence in Afghanistan 
and counter archrival India. 

Ishaq had been detained by police two days earlier 
on suspicion of being involved in the slaying of two Shi¬ 
ites, police officer Bakhtiar Ahmed said. 

Early Wednesday, as officers tried to transfer Ishaq 
from a prison in the eastern city of Multan, gunmen 
ambushed the convoy in an attempt to free him, 
Ahmed said. The ensuing gunbattle killed Ishaq and at 
least 13 of his associates, including two of his sons and 
his deputy, Ghulam Rasool, Ahmed said. 

In a later statement, police said “14 or 15 unidentified 
armed terrorists” attacked police vehicles to free Ishaq 
when officers were returning from an area in nearby 
Muzaffargarh after seizing weapons, explosives and 
detonators on information provided by Ishaq and his 
associates. It said Ishaq and five other detained mili¬ 
tants were killed during the shootout by those who am¬ 
bushed the convoy. They said eight of the attackers 
were killed in the gunbattle. 

No other witnesses to the shooting could be immedi¬ 
ately located. Ishaq's family members could not im¬ 
mediately be reached for comment. Pakistani police 
have been accused of extrajudicial slayings in the 
past, including through staged ambushes. 

Shuja Khanzada, the provincial home minister in Paki¬ 
stan’s eastern Punjab province, where the fighting 
took place, said the shooting wounded six police of¬ 
ficers who “demonstrated extreme bravery.” 

“Malik Ishaq was behind many acts of terrorism and 
he was freed by courts in the past due to lack of evi¬ 
dence,” Khanzada told The Associated Press, calling 
him a “symbol of terror." 

He said “many terrorists involved in heinous crimes of¬ 
ten go unpunished because prosecutors don’t have 
enough evidence against them. Malik Ishaq was one 
of such examples.” 

Imtiaz Gul, head of the Islamabad-based Center for 
Research and Security Studies, said the killing of Ishaq 
was a “very strong message to all those militants who 
were still pursuing the strategy of violence.Q 



Zafar Hashemi, a deputy spokesman for Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, speaks during a 
press conference in Kabul, Afghanistan, Wednesday, July 29, 2015. An Afghan official said 
Wednesday his government is examining claims that reclusive Taliban leader Mullah Omar is 
dead. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul) 


Afghanistan says Taliban leader 
Mullah Omar died 2 years ago 


LYNNE O’DONNELL 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— Afghanistan asserted 
Wednesday that the Tal¬ 
iban's reclusive leader, 
Mullah Mohammad Omar, 
died more than two years 
ago in a Pakistani hospital 

— an announcement that 
injects new uncertainty into 
the country’s fragile peace 
process. 

If confirmed, the surprising 
news of the death of Mul¬ 
lah Omar would remove 
a unifying figure for the in¬ 
surgents, who are believed 
to be split on whether to 
continue the war or negoti¬ 
ate with the government of 
President Ashraf Ghani. 

In Washington, the U.S. 
government said they 
considered the report of 
the Taliban leader's death 
credible, though it was not 
confirmed by the Taliban or 
Pakistan. 

The Afghan government’s 
announcement came just 
two days before a sec¬ 


ond round of peace talks 
between the government 
and negotiators claiming to 
speak for the Taliban lead¬ 
ership. It also raises ques¬ 
tions about the authority 
of Taliban representatives 
who attended a first round 
of talks in Pakistan on July 
7, as well as earlier informal 
meetings in Qatar and Nor¬ 
way. Abdul Hassib Sediqi, 
the spokesman for Afghani¬ 
stan's National Director¬ 
ate of Security, said Mullah 
Omar died at a hospital in 
the Pakistani city of Karachi 
in April 2013. 

“We confirm officially that 
he is dead,” Sediqi told The 
Associated Press. 

“He was very sick in a Kara¬ 
chi hospital and died suspi¬ 
ciously there," he said, with¬ 
out elaborating. 

A statement later Wednes¬ 
day from the office of the 
president said it had con¬ 
firmed the death based on 
what it called “accurate 
information" and insisted 
that Mullah Omar's demise 


would benefit peace efforts. 
"The Afghan government 
believes that the ground for 
the Afghan peace talks is 
more solid now than before 
and thus calls on all armed 
opposition groups to seize 
the opportunity to join the 
peace process,” the state¬ 
ment said. 

The one-eyed, secretive 
head of the Taliban shel¬ 
tered Osama bin Laden’s 
al-Qaida in the years lead¬ 
ing up to the Sept. 11,2001, 
terror attacks, and then 
waged a decade-long in¬ 
surgency against U.S. troops 
after the 2001 invasion that 
ended Taliban rule. He fled 
into Pakistan on a motor¬ 
cycle and was never seen 
again. 

Mullah Omar was born 
in the southern Uruzgan 
province in the early 1960s 
and became a mullah, or 
preacher, in Kandahar, the 
southern city that would 
later become the capital of 
the Taliban movement he 
went on to lead. □ 
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Orphanage founder returns to Haiti after US jury ruling 


EVENS SANON 

DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— A U.S. citizen who found¬ 
ed a Haiti orphanage for 
boys returned to the Carib¬ 
bean country Wednesday 
after a U.S. jury ordered an 
activist to pay $14.5 million 
in damages for falsely ac¬ 
cusing him of sexually abus¬ 
ing children in his care. 

A lawyer for Michael 
Geilenfeld said the orphan¬ 
age founder feels “very 


happy and vindicated" by 
last week’s jury verdict in 
Maine and is looking for¬ 
ward to resuming his work 
in the impoverished nation. 
Attorney Peter DeTroy said 
he instructed Geilenfeld 
and other leaders of the or¬ 
phanage in Haiti’s capital 
to make no public state¬ 
ments until after any ap¬ 
peals have been resolved. 
“When the dust finally 
clears, I suspect my clients 
may be more comfort¬ 
able speaking,” he said 


in an email.Geilenfeld, a 
63-year-old Iowa native 
and former Roman Catho¬ 
lic brother, founded the St. 
Joseph Home for Boys in 
the 1980s. He and Hearts 
With Haiti, a North Carolina 
charity that raises money 
for the home, filed a defa¬ 
mation suit against Maine 
activist Paul Kendrick, who 
led an email and blog 
campaign publicizing past 
allegations of sexual abuse 
that they said were false. 
The U.S. jury returned the 


verdict last week. 

David Walker, Kendrick’s 
lawyer, said no decision 
has been made on wheth¬ 
er there will be an appeal 
of the defamation verdict 
in Maine. 

There is a possibility that 
Geilenfeld will face a new 
criminal trial in Haiti. He was 
held for 237 days in a Hai¬ 
tian lockup before a judge 
freed him earlier this year 
after a brief trial. 

Haitian Justice Minister 
Pierre-Richard Casimir has 


criticized the judge's deci¬ 
sion, and told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Wednesday 
that an appeal filed by 
lawyers for Geilenfeld's ac¬ 
cusers was “following its 
normal route in the justice 
system.” He said the coun¬ 
try’s supreme court will de¬ 
cide whether to grant a 
new criminal trial. 

Manuel Jeanty, a lawyer 
for the five accusers, now 
adults, said he expects the 
court to make a decision in 
the next three months. □ 


Uber cars bashed in Mexico, cabbies protest rideshare apps 



Street taxi drivers protest against the smartphone-based ride service Uber, in Mexico City, 
Wednesday, July 29, 2015. The Mexican taxi drivers' union called for a protest against unlicensed 
and Uber taxis working in the city. However Uber is increasingly popular among middle- and 
upper-class Mexicans, as they turn to what is seen as a safer, more reliable, more pleasant and 
cost-competitive alternative to street cabs. 

(AP Photo/Marco Ugarte) 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — A rau¬ 
cous crowd attacked Uber 
drivers and their vehicles 
with clubs and stones out¬ 
side the Mexico City air¬ 
port, the company said 
Wednesday, as licensed 
taxi drivers demonstrated 
to demand a “total halt” 
to app-based rideshare 
services in the capital. 
Video of the incident 
showed people throwing 
eggs and flour inside fhe 
windows of vehicles, kick¬ 
ing doors and trying to rip 
off side mirrors. One man 
destroyed a sedan’s rear 
window with a large rock. 
“What happened is a very 
grave attack on every¬ 
one's freedom and right 
to make a living in a dig¬ 
nified manner," Uber said 
in a sfatemenf. “Incidents 
like this are completely un¬ 
acceptable, and we trust 
that authorities will act so 


that justice is done.” 

The assault and the taxi 
drivers’ demonstration out¬ 
side the Colombian Em¬ 


bassy to proclaim solidarity 
with cabbies in that coun¬ 
try and around the world 
are a clear signal that re¬ 


cently issued regulations 
designed to create a legal 
framework for Uber and 
the smaller Cabify have 


not put an end to Mexico 
City's simmering taxi dis¬ 
pute. 

Uber spokeswoman Ro- 
cio Paniagua told Televisa 
news that between 10 and 
12 cars were damaged in 
the attack Tuesday. Some 
drivers were struck, but 
there were no reports of 
serious injuries. 

She said faxi cabs were 
used fo block off fhe street, 
but those who took part 
were not carrying anything 
to identify who they were. 
At Wednesday’s protest, 
leaders of the Organized 
Taxi Drivers of Mexico City 
union denied any involve¬ 
ment in the “regrettable” 
incident. They promised to 
pursue only legal avenues, 
and said the attack was 
carried out by people fed 
up with Uber drivers park¬ 
ing in their neighborhood 
for airport pickups. □ 


TV depiction of Colombia’s only saint angers her devotees 


JACOBO GARCIA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— For weeks, billboards on 
buses and television spots 
have been announcing 
what promises to be Co¬ 
lombia’s next big prime¬ 
time sensation. 

But the planned debut 
Wednesday of a TV soap 
opera dramatizing the life 
of Colombia's only Roman 
Cafholic sainf is shrouded 
in confroversy offer devo¬ 
tees of the missionary nun 
known universally as Madre 
Laura filed a lawsuit seeking 
to correct what they say is 
an unseemly depiction. 


Born in Colombia's coffee¬ 
growing region in 1874, 
Laura Montoya was a nun 
and teacher who devoted 
her life to protecting indig¬ 
enous tribes from discrimi¬ 
nation when not outright 
violence by the country’s 
white elite. Her work on 
their behalf was emulated 
in poor, mostly black and 
indigenous communities 
across Colombia and to¬ 
day hundreds of missionar¬ 
ies from her order are in 21 
counfries, from Angola fo 
Haifi. Monfoya was canon¬ 
ized in 2012 by Pope Bene¬ 
dict XVI and her sainthood 
confirmed by Pope Francis 


a year later in a ceremony 
that saw Colombia, one of 
Lafin America's mosf fer¬ 
vently Catholic nations, re¬ 
joice with pride. 
Bogota-based Caracol, 
which is producing the 
24-episode mega-produc- 
tion “Laura, the Colombi¬ 
an Saint,” is known as one 
of the most-thriving tele¬ 
novela factories in Latin 
America. But most of the 
network's productions, with 
names like “Without Breasts 
There's No Paradise” and 
“Cartel of the Snitches," 
tend to follow more sinful 
story lines that are popular 
with audiences but often 


criticized as inappropriate. 
Given the anything-goes 
reputation of Colombia’s 
airwaves, offen in conflict 
with the country's deep 
faith, some sort of com¬ 
bustion over the series’ 
premiere was probably un¬ 
avoidable. 

The Congregation of Mis¬ 
sionaries of Mary Immacu¬ 
late and St. Catherine of 
Sienna, the order founded 
by Montoya, says that de¬ 
spite repeated requests it 
was never consulted by 
Caracol about the script. 
The group questions the 
network’s right to use Mon¬ 
toya's name and image. 


whose copyright it claims. 
The order also has de¬ 
nounced the telenovela 
over fears that it will depict 
romantic relationships it 
says never existed and over 
tasteless dialogue by men 
criticizing Montoya’s physi¬ 
cal appearance. 

“We're all disgusted by the 
bad image they're giving 
our saint,” Mother Maria 
del Carmen, a devotee 
who lives in congrega¬ 
tion’s headquarters in west¬ 
ern Antioquia province, 
told The Associated Press. 
She stressed that she was 
speaking for herself and 
not the organizationO 












This Weekend: 


Slick, Contemporary Aruba Love Festival 2015 Hits the Beach! 



ORANJESTAD - The Aruba 
Love Festival is a summer 
music festival that cele¬ 
brates the art of House Mu- 




m. 


endless hours of house mu¬ 
sic with Aruba's hot beach 
scene acting as the back¬ 
drop. 

Saturday August 1: from 
1 pm to 1 am 

Sunday August 2: from 
12pm to 12am 
Festival-goers can enjoy 
deep house music at the 
Love Stage, 100% EDM at 



sic. The 2015 edition of the 
festival will feature 3 stages 
and 50 DJ’s from 8 differ¬ 
ent countries. The second 
edition takes place THIS 
WEEKEND, August 1st and 
2nd at the Fisherman’s Huts 
and offers fans wall-to-wall 


the Paradise World Stage, 
and also enjoy the ambi¬ 
ance at the techno tent. 
The festival will include the 
following DJ’s: 

AGNIEZKA, ANVI, BIG RIG, 
DJ TECH, DJANE NANY, 
DNL, JOHN ROSSILOW, KA- 


TA-G, KELLY ROSS, LE BONX, 
OSCAR BOOY, RAY4D, 
REINIER, RUSTICA, SAEED 
YOUNAN, STEVE ANDREAS, 
STICKY SOUNDZ, YEIMY, 
AFTRLFE, ALEX SARGO, 
ANDREA FERRATTI, AUDIO¬ 
RUSH, CHRIS MORRETTY, 
DANIVILLE, DJ 101, DJ 
MCK, FIDEL CORONADO, 
MAKSYM, MARC ERA, MIX- 
MASTER, MUSIC MONKS, 
NIGEL FUENTES, NUTZBEATZ, 
PHATTUNEZ , ROBERT YEAH, 
BIBA LEKKER, CHOCO, DJ 
ENIKMA, IVO JACOBS, 
JEAN PEREZ, JEREMY VOLT, 
JORICK CROES, KRISTIAN 
D, MESQUITAS, MISTA TEE, 
MOVE HOUSE DUO, MY¬ 
RON KELLY, OR3X, RIOT- 




GEAR, ROXY PINK. 

A weekend pass costs $30 
in pre-sales ($50 at the 
door),- and a VIP week¬ 
end pass costs $60,- in pre¬ 
sales. Tickets are available 
at Texaco (Tanki Leendert 
and Sasaki), Valero (Palm 


Beach, St. Cruz, San Nico¬ 
las, Savaneta, Mainstreet, 
Blvd, Ponton), Aruba Ac¬ 
tive Vacation, I Love Aruba 
Havenstraat, I Love Aruba 
High-Rise, Pos Chiquito 
RumShop, and Hamaka 
Sidewalk Cafe.Q 
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At Paseo Herencia: 


“Wall of Fame” Updated with Tang Soo Do Grandmasters! 


PALM BEACH - This past 
weekend. The Gihae Tang 
Soo Do Society conducted 
the Aruba Tang Soo Do 
National Championships. 
They were very pleased 
to welcome an interna¬ 
tional coterie of Tang Soo 
Do Masters and Grand¬ 
masters, among them, Re¬ 
gional Director Master Wil- 
fredo Burgos and Grand¬ 
master Bill Strong with his 
wife, Master Rachel Strong. 
From Costa Rica Master 
Pedro Biamonte attend¬ 
ed, and from Puerto Rico, 
Master Pedro Perez. The 
exciting weekend of mar¬ 
tial arts action ended with 
a tribute to the 2014 World 
Tang Soo Do Black Belt 
Grand Champion, Aruban 
Gilberto Boerleider, who 
successfully defended his 
2012-2013 title last year. 
Tang Soo Do is a Korean 
martial art incorporat¬ 
ing fighting principles 
from subak as described 
in the Kwon Bup Chong 
Do. The techniques of 
what is commonly known 
as Tang Soo Do combine 
elements of shotokan ka¬ 
rate, subak, taekkyon, 
and kung fu. Tang Soo Do 
is for maintaining peace, 
not for fighting. It incorpo¬ 
rates meditation, is used 
principally for self-defense 
and worldwide, has over 
165,000 devotees to the 
discipline. 

Paseo Herencia Shopping 
Mall in Palm Beach had 
already placed Gilberto’s 
picture on their “Wall of 
Fame,” which is dedicated 
to island athletes who have 
proven their tenacity and 
talent in the international 
arena. His image stands 
with many other young 
Aruban athletic medal¬ 
ists. However, on Monday 
evening, July 27, they were 
very pleased to unveil his 
new plaque, updated 
from reading “Male Tang 
Soo Do World Champion 
Black Belt Division, 2012- 
2013" to “2014-2015.” The 
World Championships are 
conducted bi-annually. 

The Gihae Tang Soo Do 
Society was center stage 
in the Plaza Padu with an 
impressive demonstration 
of the art in all age divi- 







years ago, Paseo Herne- 
cia has exercised a policy 
of providing information 
to visitors about Aruba’s 
history, culture and the 
achievements of outstand¬ 
ing members of the com¬ 
munity. The many activities 
include honoring our youth 
and encouraging them 
to strive for excellence in 
sports, education and the 
arts. Their events involve 
both the resident com¬ 
munity and vacationers 




sions and qualifications 
from green to black belt. 
Among them were the 
children of Master Wifredo 
Burgos, son Fredy and his 
daughter, Yelimar, who just 
won her regional division 
championship title. 

Also performing to the fas¬ 
cination of the audience 
was the 2010 Male World 
Champion Black Belt, Jo- 
vel Zuniga Hernandez, 
who performed Tang Soo 
Do forms with sword and 
knife. He acted as a judge 
during the Aruba National 
Championships. 

Since opening over six 


in understanding and ap¬ 
preciating those who set 
excellent role models for is¬ 
land youth; an outstanding 
example being Gilberto 
Boerleider. □ 
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>$25/000*$ 
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SPECTACULAR' 


WIN AN IPAD 

AND A SHARE OF $20,000 
IN INSTANT CREDIT! 


JULY 


| IN INSTANT CREC 

/ HOURLY DRAWINGS 
EVERY FRIDAY AT 9PM 
10PM AND 11PM 


Eom entries doily wilh 
ilot ond table pfay, £ 
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Bonus 4 Card BINGOstarfing at 1pm! 

$6 for 4 Card EIH 60 | 8 Games to Play 

$1,000 in 
Cash Prizes! 


Additional 5500 Cash Prize in our 
Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you puihtr.e 
yuur (ord prior lo I? noon! 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide voriely of 
Reiafl & Dining Ou'lels, 

Sal an & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily Worn \n 4am * J£ Irousquin Blvd #47 
583,5000 * (asinoalfiombnuom ' 
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Fun & Sun at the Pelican Pier on Palm Beach! 


PAL M BEACH - Pelican Ad¬ 
ventures Tours & Waters- 
ports & Pelican Nest Bar & 
Seafood Grill are all under 
one roof located at The 
Pelican Pier in Palm Beach. 
We offer Sailing & Snorkel- 
ing Cruises, Champagne 
Brunch Cruises, Sunset & 
Dinner Cruises, Holy Gua- 
camole Fiesta Cruise, Wet 
& Wild Jeep tour and our 
famous Beach & Cave 
tour, also a variety of wa- 


tersports such as wave run¬ 
ners, parasailing, tubing 
and much more. Our desks 
are located at Casa del 
Mar (pool deck), Playa Lin¬ 
da resort next to the juice 
bar. Holiday Inn Desk and 
at the Concierge & Pelican 
Pier desk located between 
Holiday Inn hotel & Playa 
Linda Resort. Pelican Nest 
Restaurant offers an im¬ 
pressive selection of fresh 
seafood (caught daily by 




our own fleet). Interna¬ 
tional dishes and a relaxing 
atmosphere. Open daily 
for dinner reservations call 
297-586-2259 from 11 am. 
Our Captain’s Morgan Pier 
Bar offers a daily happy 
hour from 4 till 6 pm. 

Last but not least our Piz¬ 
zeria del Mar that offers a 
variety of pizzas.Q 
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Loosen Up Those Singing Muscles and Win Awesome 
Prizes at the Bugaloe Karaoke Contest this Saturday! 


PALM BEACH - Are you the nition you deserve? Don’t 
entertainer of the family, wait any longer and put on 
and finally want the recog- that glitter suit, loosen up 


those singing muscles, take 
out your mic and win one 
of the awesome prizes as 
Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill 
is hosting a Karaoke Event 
just for you! 

This Saturday, August 
1st, between 8.30 and 
11.30PM, Bugaloe Beach 
Bar & Grill located at de 
Palm Pier between Hilton 
Resort and Riu Hotel will 
host the Karaoke event of 
the year with special host: 
Giovanni Trim! This local 
celebrity is famous for clas¬ 
sic Carnival hits and knows 
how to throw a party as the 
self-proclaimed Karaoke 
King. He will not stop till ev¬ 
eryone is on the floor danc¬ 
ing, singing and swinging! 
Prizes will be awarded in 
the categories: Best Cou¬ 
ple, Best Karaoke, Worst 
Karaoke and Best Enter¬ 
tainer and range from a 
lunch for two at Bugaloe, a 
liquor package from Pepia 




Est and a gift certificate for 
hair salon Kapzones, to a 
fun day at Palm Island from 
Palm Tours and two tickets 
for the Karaoke Bus Tour by 
Giovanni Trim! 

Never been to Bugaloe be¬ 
fore? Walk up De Palm Pier 
between Hilton Resort and 
Riu Hotel, come in any time 
of day and enjoy the relax¬ 
ing Caribbean vibes while 
overlooking the beautiful 
turquoise ocean. Make 


sure to stay for our Double 
Daily Happy Hour between 
5-6PM and 10-11PM. 

What better way than to 
discover Bugaloe this Satur¬ 
day, August 1st for singing 
and dancing at the kara¬ 
oke event of the year! Not 
much of a singer, watching 
is fun too! 

More information, visit: 
www.facebook.com/ 
BugaloeAruba or www. 
bugaloe.com □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwooda ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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New England Patriots owner 
Robert Kraft addresses a 
room full of reporters to make 
a statement condemning 
NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell’s action upholding 
New England Patriots 
quarterback Tom Brady’s 
four game “Deflategate” 
suspension during an NFL 
football training camp media 
availability at the team’s 
facility Wednesday, July 29, 
2015, in Foxborough, Mass. 

Associated Press 

Tom Brady 
fights on, 
files lawsuit 
to stop 
suspension 

JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) 

— Tom Brady took the fight 
over his “Deflategate” 
suspension to social me¬ 
dia and federal court on 
Wednesday, and New Eng¬ 
land Patriots owner Robert 
Kraft backed the three¬ 
time Super Bowl MVP, say¬ 
ing “I was wrong to put my 
faith in the league." 

One day after NFL Com¬ 
missioner Roger Goodell 
rejected Brady’s appeal, 
the star quarterback post¬ 
ed a 507-word statement 
on Facebook with his firm¬ 
est denial yet, writing: “I 
did nothing wrong.” Kraft 
followed with an unsched¬ 
uled address to the media 
gathered at Gillette Stadi¬ 
um for the opening of train¬ 
ing camp and the team’s 
defense of its fourth Super 
Bowl championship. 

Continued on Page 22 
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Arizona Cardinals training camp coach Dr. Jen Welter poses for photographers after being introduced, Tuesday, July 28, 2015, at 
the teams’ training facility in Tempe, Ariz. 
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Donald Trump to fly in for Women’s British Open 


STEVE DOUGLAS 
AP Sports Writer 
TURNBERRY, Scotland (AP) 

— Lizette Salas should be 
midway through her first 
round at the Women’s 
British Open on Thursday 
morning when Donald 
Trump arrives via helicop¬ 
ter to expected fanfare at 
his Turnberry resort. 

Salas, a U.S golfer with 
Mexican heritage, likely 
won’t pay much attention. 
Not because she holds 
a grudge at Trump's de¬ 
rogatory remarks about 
Mexicans that have domi¬ 
nated the pre-tournament 
chatter at the fourth major 
of the year. Quite simply, 
Salas will have more impor¬ 
tant things on her mind. 
“He can say what he 
wants," the 26-year-old 
Salas said Wednesday. “It 
does not change the way 
I feel about myself, about 
my heritage. I’m very 
proud of my parents and 
where my grandparents 
are from. 

“Regardless of what he 
said, that’s my goal — to 
hold up that trophy." 

There are a number of 
compelling story lines at 
the Women's British Open 
in western Scotland this 
week: Inbee Park resum¬ 
ing her quest for the career 
Grand Slam; 18-year-old 
prodigy Lydia Ko seeking 
that elusive first major; Mi¬ 
chelle Wie going for victory 
with an injured left foot. 
Yet, they are all being 
overshadowed, for now 
at least, by the scheduled 
presence of Trump and the 
staging of the event at a 
course he owns. 

Trump is rarely out of the 
headlines lately because 


of comments he is mak¬ 
ing during his U.S. presi¬ 
dential campaign. In one 
particular remark, the Re¬ 
publican contender said 
some Mexican immigrants 
bring drugs and crime to 
the U.S., and some are 
rapists. He brought golf 
into the issue by saying 


the sport'sgoverning bod¬ 
ies support his opinions 
because “they know I'm 
right.” 

Suddenly, golf was stuck 
in a difficult position, in the 
face of a figure who has 
poured so much money 
into the sport and has 18 
courses in his portfolio, in¬ 
cluding Turnberry since last 
year. 

The PGA Tour, LPGA 
Tour, U.S. Golf Associa¬ 
tion and PGA of America 
said Trump’s comments 
were “inconsistent with 


our strong commitment to 
an inclusive and welcom¬ 
ing environment." Play¬ 
ers mostly have kept their 
thoughts about Trump to 
themselves. Significant 
fallout has been limited to 
the PGA of America mov¬ 
ing October's Grand Slam 
of Golf from Trump’s golf 


course in Los Angeles. 

The Women's British Open 
keeps golf's links with Trump 
in the spotlight, though. 
And he will detour from 
his election campaigning 
in the United States to at¬ 
tend the first round before 
returning Friday. 

“I'll go for two days & back 
on trail,” Trump tweeted 
Monday. 

Trump will bring a circus 
some players would prefer 
not to see. 

“It really distracts us from 
the great tournament that 


we have this week," Wie 
said. “There’s a lot of things 
that happen beyond our 
control, beyond what I can 
do or you can do.” 

Salas is shrugging off 
Trump’s comments, de¬ 
spite saying that “a lot of 
people listen to him and 
hear his words because 


he’s a big name.” 

Her father, Ramon, immi¬ 
grated to the United States 
from Mexico. He was re¬ 
sponsible for getting his 
daughter into golf at age 7 
and he will be cheering her 
on at Turnberry this week. 
“He’s just my big support 
system," the 29th-ranked 
Salas said. “Without him, I 
wouldn’t be here.” 

The top-ranked Park is look¬ 
ing to add the British Open 
to the three American- 
based majors she has al¬ 
ready won, thus complet¬ 


ing the career slam, and 
taking her overall haul of 
majors to seven. The Evian 
Championship became 
the fifth major in women's 
golf in 2013 and Park has 
won that tournament, in 
2012. 

“The true Grand Slam 
would be winning the British 
Open,” Park said. “That's 
really my main goal." 

Park has won three tourna¬ 
ments on the LPGA Tour 
this year — most recently 
the Women's PGA Cham¬ 
pionship in June — to re¬ 
claim the No. 1 ranking 
from the 18-year-old Ko. 
But the South Korean ar¬ 
rives in Scotland with lower 
back pain after her trans- 
Atlantic flight and a 5-over 
76 in her last competitive 
round, at the Meijer LPGA 
Classic in Michigan on Sun¬ 
day. “It's the time of year 
where I'm not really hit¬ 
ting it great ... but I’m just 
trying to play through it,” 
said Park, who is playing 
Turnberry for the first time. 
“I come into this week with 
no expectations.” 

Ko, a South Korea-born 
New Zealander who is the 
world No. 2, played the 
Ladies Scottish Open last 
week to get accustomed 
to links and the wind and 
rain that are set to be a 
feature at Turnberry. 

It will be the 16th major for 
Ko. She has missed a cut 
only once, but never won. 
Wie already has one major 
in her collection, the U.S. 
Women’s Open last year, 
and her chances of a sec¬ 
ond are being hindered by 
a bone spur in her left foot 
that is forcing her to wear 
a protective boot when 
she’s not on the course.Q 



Lizette Salas drives on the 16th hole during the first round of the Meijer LPGA Classic golf 
tournament at Blythefield Country Club, Thursday, July 23, 2015, in Belmont, Mich. 

Associated Press 


Despite impressive Tour, African cycling team loses sponsor 


GERALD IMRAY 
AP Sports Writer 
CAPE TOWN, South Africa 
(AP) — The title sponsor of 
the African cycling team 
that made an impres¬ 
sive debut at the Tour de 
France said Wednesday it 
was ending its agreement, 
citing the "normal busi¬ 
ness practice” of reviewing 
commercial agreements. 
Despite praising the 
team's “outstanding per¬ 


formance,” cellphone 
network MTN said its part¬ 
nership with South Africa- 
based MTN-Qhubeka had 
"reached its conclusion” 
and it wouldn't be renew¬ 
ing. 

The team "put on a fantas¬ 
tic display of power and 
athleticism at the Tour de 
France and we are very 
proud of their achieve¬ 
ments,” MTN group corpo¬ 
rate affairs executive Chris 


Maroleng said in a state¬ 
ment. “Our partnership with 
the team has come full cir¬ 
cle and we wish the team 
the absolute best in the fu¬ 
ture as we pass on the ba¬ 
ton to the next sponsor.” 
The announcement was a 
surprise after MTN-Qhubeka 
achieved a series of firsts at 
this month's Tour, becom¬ 
ing the first African team in 
the Tour's modern era and 
allowing two Eritreans rid¬ 


ers to become the first from 
their country to ride at cy¬ 
cling’s top race. 

The team also had mean¬ 
ingful results: One of the 
Eritreans, Daniel Tekle- 
haimanot, became the first 
African to wear the polka 
dot jersey as leader of the 
mountains classification, 
and Stephen Cummings 
won a stage for the team, 
another piece of history for 
an African outfit. 


MTN-Qhubeka finished fifth 
overall in the team clas¬ 
sification after earning an 
invite to the Tour from or¬ 
ganizers. Belgian Serge 
Pauwels was 10th overall 
in the mountains classifica¬ 
tion for MTN-Qhubeka and 
Merhawi Kudus, the other 
Eritrean on the team and 
the youngest rider at the 
Tour at 21, was 10th in the 
final standings for young 
riders.Q 











SPORTSI"? 


THURSDAY 30 JULY 2015 


‘Dr. Jen’ embraces 
breakthrough role 
with Arizona Cardinals 



BOB BAUM 
AP Sports Writer 
TEMPE, Arizona (AP) — Jen 

Welter accepts the title of 
trailblazer, embraces the 
chance to be a role model 
for girls and, perhaps most 
of all, can’t wait to get 
beyond the hype and on 
to work when the Arizona 
Cardinals open training 
camp this weekend. 

It’s only a six-week intern¬ 
ship coaching inside line¬ 
backers for the Cardinals, 
through training camp and 
the four preseason games. 
Nonetheless, it marks an¬ 
other barrier broken for 
women in sports. 

Welter said she nev¬ 
er dared entertain the 
thought of coaching in the 
NFL. 

“I didn’t even dream that 
it was possible,” she said at 
news conference at Cardi¬ 
nals headquarters on Tues¬ 
day. “The beauty of this is 
that, though it’s a dream 
I never could have had, 
now it’s a dream other girls 
can grow up and have. So 
I guess if that makes me a 
trailblazer, then ..." 

"... she’s a trailblazer,” Car¬ 


dinals coach Bruce Arians 
said to finish her sentence. 
Team president Michael 
Bidwill said the move has 
the enthusiastic support 
of the organization, which 
has long been known for 
hiring minorities for man¬ 
agement positions. Bidwill 
said he spoke on Monday 
with NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell, who con¬ 
gratulated the Cardinals 
on the move. 

Known as Dr. Jen back in 
Texas, Welter has a PhD 
in psychology as well as 
a season as a player on 
a men’s team, the Texas 
Revolution of the Indoor 
Football League. 

There are a lot of people 
who are better fhan her af 
fhe X's and O's of Ameri¬ 
can football, she said, “but 
the heart factor, the intel¬ 
ligent player factor, the 
being-the-person-with-the- 
motor-who-won’t-quit fac¬ 
tor, those are things I know 
I can add to.” 

Welter is the latest woman 
to enter what had been a 
men-only position. In April, 
the NFL announced that 
Sarah Thomas would be 


the league's first full-time 
female official. The NBA 
long has had a female of¬ 
ficial, and Becky Hammon 
is an assistant with the San 
Antonio Spurs and recently 
was head coach of the 
Spurs team that won the 
Las Vegas Summer League 
championship. 

Welter's hiring stemmed 
from comments Arians 
made at the NFL own¬ 
ers meetings in Phoenix in 
March. 

He was asked about 


the possibility of women 
coaching in the league. 
“The minute they can 
prove they can make a 
player better, they’ll be 
hired,” Arians said. 

A short time later, the 
coach of the Texas Revo¬ 
lution got in touch with 
Arians and said he knew 
someone who might fit 
that bill. 

Arians called Welter and 
offered her one of the 
team's six internships, then 
he got the backing of gen¬ 


eral manager Steve Keim 
and Bidwill. 

“He had to get all the right 
yeses but it was his heart 
that made it happen,” 
Welter said, “and it was 
his belief fhat the Arizona 
Cardinals are the team 
that could handle this hap¬ 
pening, and that he has 
coaches on his staff fhaf 
would embrace if and nof 
cast me off fo the side. You 
can’t blaze a trail alone. 
Otherwise you're going to 
get stuck in the woods.”□ 


Russia’s Ishchenko wins solo synchro gold at worlds 



Russia's gold medalist Natalia Ishchenko performs during the 
synchronised swimming free solo final at the Swimming World 
Championships in Kazan, Russia, Wednesday, July 29, 2015. 

Associated Press 


JAMES ELLINGWORTH 
AP Sports Writer 
KAZAN, Russia (AP) — Rus¬ 
sia’s Natalya Ishchenko 
won a record 18th ca¬ 
reer synchronized swim¬ 
ming gold medal at the 
world championships on 
Wednesday in the solo 
free routine. 

Ishchenko’s program 
scored 97.2333 points 
to beat China’s Huang 
Xuechen by 1.5333 points. 
The bronze went to Ona 
Carbonell of Spain on 94.9 
points. 

Ishchenko’s win moves her 
one ahead of her longtime 
duet partner Svetlana Ro- 
mashina, who has 17 world 
championship gold med¬ 
als. 

"I actually try not to count 
how many medals I have,” 
Ishchenko said. "Each final 
is a big responsibility and I 
approach them with real 
seriousness and today I 


was really worried.” 

A potential 19th career 
world gold awaits Ishchen¬ 
ko on Thursday when she 
and Romashina compete 
in the duet free routine. 
Ishchenko took a break 
after the 2012 Olympics 
to raise a family and the 
world championships were 
her first major competition 
since her comeback. 

“I knew everyone was go¬ 
ing to be looking at me, 
that there’d be focused 
attention on how I do af¬ 
ter two years away,” said 
Ishchenko, who is aiming 
to add to her three Olym¬ 
pic gold medals at next 
year’s games in Rio de Ja¬ 
neiro. 

Russia has won four of the 
five synchronized swim¬ 
ming gold medals so far at 
the world championships 
in Kazan, with the host na¬ 
tion’s only defeat coming 
in the mixed duet techni¬ 


cal routine, won by Chris¬ 
tina Jones and Bill May of 
the United States. 

At the Aquatics Palace, 
Tom Daley and Rebecca 
Gallantree of Britain won 
the team diving title in the 
event’s debut at worlds. 
The duo totaled 434.65 
points during the three- 
round competition. 
Ukraine’s Oleksandr Gorsh- 
kovozov and luliia Prokop- 
chuk of Ukraine earned 
silver with 426.45. Each of 
them hit their best dives 
from 10 meters in the final 
round to gain the podium. 
Xie Siyi and Chen Ruolin 
of China took bronze at 
425.40. 

Daley, the Olympic bronze 
medalist on 10-meter, used 
consecutive dives off the 
tower to propel his team 
to victory. He received 
perfect 10s for his second 
dive and followed up with 
9.0s on his third. 


The U.S. duo of David 
Boudia, the Olympic 
10-meter champion, and 
Jessica Parratto led by 
38.2 points after the first 
round, but finished sev¬ 
enth. Boudia earned 9.0s 
for his opening dive on the 
tower, but he created a 


big splash on entry with his 
third dive that earned 6.5s. 
Each man and woman did 
three dives, and each had 
to do at least one dive 
from both the 3-meter and 
10-meter boards. Each div¬ 
er’s scores were combined 
for fheir fofal. □ 
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DISPORTS 


NL Capsules 

Syndergaard dominates, Mets 
hit 2 homers to beat Padres 4-0 



New York Mets starting pitcher Noah Syndergaard (34) follows 
through in the sixth inning of a baseball game against the San 
Diego Padres in New York, Tuesday, July 28, 2015. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Noah 
Syndergaard retired his first 
18 batters in the rookie’s 
latest overpowering perfor¬ 
mance, and the New York 
Mets got two-run homers 
from Lucas Duda and Cur¬ 
tis Granderson to beat the 
San Diego Padres 4-0 Tues¬ 
day night. 

Firing his fastball up to 98 
mph, Syndergaard (5-5) 
struck out nine, walked 
none and allowed only 
three singles in eight in¬ 
nings. The big right-hander 
outpitched James Shields 
and avenged a 7-2 loss at 
San Diego on June 2. 
Making his 14th major 
league start, Syndergaard 
lost his bid for a perfect 
game when Will Venable 
lined a clean single up the 
middle on the first pitch of 
the seventh, prompting a 
warm ovation from the Citi 
Field crowd of 26,034. 
Yangervis Solarte followed 
with an infield single and 
Venable went to third on 
an error by shortstop Ruben 
Tejada, who made a slid¬ 
ing stop but a wild flip that 
rolled away from second 
baseman Daniel Murphy. 
That's when Syndergaard 
buckled down to preserve 
a 2-0 lead. He retired No. 3 
hitter Matt Kemp on a pop¬ 
up and got cleanup man 
Justin Upton to ground into 
an inning-ending double 
play. 

MARLINS 4, NATIONALS 1 
MIAMI (AP) — Jose Fernan¬ 
dez stayed unbeaten in his 
home career and Dee Gor¬ 
don’s standup triple led to 
him scoring the go-ahead 
run in his return to the lineup 
and Miami topped Wash¬ 
ington. 

Martin Prado had three hits 
while Gordon and Chris¬ 
tian Yelich had two each 
for Miami. Fernandez (4-0) 
allowed four hits and one 
run in six innings, improving 
his record at Marlins Park to 
15-0. 

Jordan Zimmermann (8- 
6) gave up eight hits and 
three runs in six innings. The 
Nationals lost for the first 
time in his last seven starts, 
and saw their lead in the NL 
East over the New York Mets 


trimmed to one game. 
Bryce Harper reached base 
for the 24th straight game 
and 43rd straight on the 
road for the Nationals, who 
got Jayson Werth and Ryan 
Zimmerman back in the 
lineup after long stints on 
the disabled list. 

REDS 4, CARDINALS 0 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Joey Votto 
hit a three-run home run in 
support of Mike Leake, and 
Cincinnati beat St. Louis. 
Votto is the hottest hitter 
in the majors since the All- 
Star break, batting .561. He 
also walked, singled and 
doubled, giving him an NL- 
leading 37 multihit games. 
Leake (9-5) allowed four 
hits in eight innings to win 
his fourth straight start. He 
allowed just two earned 
runs in his last 30 innings for 
a 0.60 ERA. Jaime Garcia 
(3-4), activated from the 
15-day disabled list earlier 
in the day, made his first 
start since June 2 and gave 
up three runs and four hits in 
six innings. He is 10-3 against 
the Reds, including 7-1 at 
home. 

BREWERS 5, GIANTS 2 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Wily Peralta returned from 
the disabled list and shut 
down one of baseball’s 


hottest teams in his first start 
in more than two months, 
pitching Milwaukee past 
San Francisco to snap the 
Brewers’ three-game losing 
streak. 

Peralta (2-5) retired the ini¬ 
tial six batters on the way 
to winning for the first time 
since May 6, and he out- 
pitched Matt Cain (2-2) as 
the Brewers also ended a 
seven-game skid to San 
Francisco — matching the 
longest in the series. 
Milwaukee got plenty of 
contributions from through¬ 
out the order on a night 
slugger Ryan Braun missed 
his second straight game 
because of back spasms 
that came on during pre¬ 
game warmups Monday 
and forced a late lineup 
scratch. 

ROCKIES 7, CUBS 2 
CHICAGO (AP) — D.J. Le- 
Mahieu had three hits and 
scored twice to help Colo¬ 
rado get a win in its first 
game after trading Troy Tu- 
lowitzki. LeMahieu extend¬ 
ed his hitting streak to 18 
games with an RBI double 
as part of a four-run first, tri¬ 
pled in the fifth and singled 
in the ninth to help Colora¬ 
do won for the third time in 
five games.Q 




In this Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2014 file photo. New York Mets 
relief pitcher Jenrry Mejia tosses the ball to throw out Colorado 
Rockies’ Josh Rutledge at first base to end a baseball game, in 
New York. Associated Press 


Mets reliever Mejia 
banned for year for 
positive drug test 


MIKE FITZPATRICK 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Just 
back from an 80-game 
doping suspension. New 
York Mets reliever Jenrry 
Mejia was banned for an 
additional 162 games by 
Major League Baseball on 
Tuesday following a sec¬ 
ond positive test for ste¬ 
roids. 

Mejia was suspended on 
April 11 after testing posi¬ 
tive for stanozolol. This 
time, he tested positive for 
stanozolol and boldenone. 
Mejia will miss the final 63 
games this season. If the 
Mets don’t reach the play¬ 
offs, he must sit out the first 
99 games next year. 

His 162-game penalty 
matches the one served 
by Yankees slugger Alex 
Rodriguez last year for the 
longest doping suspension 
handed out to a Major 
League Baseball player. 
The bans will cost Mejia 
$2,112,869 of his $2,595,000 
salary this season. 

“I was totally shocked. In¬ 
credulous — whatever 
the right term is — that this 
could happen so swiftly on 
the heels of a past suspen¬ 
sion,” Mets general man¬ 
ager Sandy Alderson said. 
Mejia returned to the 
mound on July 12 and was 
1-0 in seven games, pitch¬ 


ing 7 1-3 scoreless innings. 
Because of the first suspen¬ 
sion, he would have been 
ineligible for the postsea¬ 
son this year — if the Mets 
made it that far. He would, 
however, be eligible for 
the 2016 postseason. 
Alderson was asked if it 
was fair to assume Mejia’s 
career with the Mets was 
over. 

“I wouldn’t want to be 
that hasty today," he said. 
“Trust plays a big part. It's 
not just a matter of trust, 
it's a matter of reliability. So 
dependability, consisten¬ 
cy, those are all important 
considerations.”q 

3 Yankees minor league 
pitchers suspended 

NEW YORK (AP) — Three 
New York Yankees pitchers 
in the Dominican Summer 
League have been sus¬ 
pended 72 games each for 
positive tests under base¬ 
ball's minor league drug 
program. 

Anderson Acevedo, An- 
thoniris Santana and Carlos 
Santana all tested positive 
for metabolites of Stanozo¬ 
lol, the commissioner's of¬ 
fice said Wednesday. 

There have been 72 sus¬ 
pensions this year under 
the minor league drug 
program. □ 
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Hosmer’s HR in 9th lifts Royals 
to 2-1 win over Indians 


The Associated Press 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Eric 
Hosmer’s homer with two 
outs in the ninth inning lifted 
Kansas City to a victory 
over Cleveland, which has 
lost eight straight at home 
— its longest home losing 
streak in 40 years. 

Hosmer hit a 3-2 pitch from 
Trevor Bauer (8-8) over 
the wall in right for his 11th 
homer. The shot came one 
pitch after Indians catcher 
Roberto Perez threw out 
Lorenzo Cain trying to steal 
second. When his homer 
cleared the wall, Hosmer 
pointed toward Kansas 
City’s dugout, which was 
celebrating wildly. 

Wade Davis (7-1) pitched 
a perfect eighth and 
Greg Holland worked the 
ninth — getting a nifty 
groundout, and a game¬ 
ending double play — for 
his 22nd save as the Royals 
won their fourth straight 
and 16th in 21 games. 
WHITE SOX 9, RED SOX 4 
BOSTON (AP) — Jose 
Abreu and Geovany Soto 
homered and drove in 
three runs each, and Jeff 
Samardzija pitched eight 
strong innings for Chicago 
in a victory over Boston. 

The White Sox quickly 
spoiled Boston’s pregame 
party for Hall of Fame 
pitcher Pedro Martinez by 
scoring five runs in the first 
inning. Chicago tagged 
Boston starter Wade Miley 
for 10 hits and seven runs, all 
earned, over 5 2/3 innings, 
and finished with 14 hits. 

The last batter Miley (8-9) 
faced was Abreu, who hit 
a shot deep to right-center 
field and sent Mookie Betts 
tumbling into Boston’s 
bullpen. Betts grabbed 
the ball on the run and 
managed to hold on while 
twisting his body and hitting 
the wall with his lower back, 
but dropped it when he 
landed. 

Initially called the third out, 
umpires reviewed the play 
for nearly three minutes 
before overturning the 
call and allowing Abreu to 
round the bases for his 16th 
homer. 

ASTROS 10, ANGELS 5 

HOUSTON (AP) — Jose 


Altuve had a career-high 
five RBIs to lead Houston to 
a victory over Los Angeles 
in a game between the 
top teams in the American 
League West. 

Altuve had an RBI single in 
the second, drove in two 
runs in the fourth inning and 
tacked on another two with 
a double in Houston's four- 
run sixth to make it 10-5. He 
finished with three hits. 

The Angels played without 
Mike Trout, who missed the 
game with an injured left 
wrist. He’s listed as day to 
day. 

Houston starter Collin 
McHugh (12-5) allowed 
seven hits and five runs with 
four walks in five innings for 
his third straight win. 

C.J. Wilson (8-8) yielded six 
hits and six runs in four-plus 
innings. 

YANKEES 21, RANGERS 5 

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
After giving up five runs in 
the first inning. New York 
made up for it real fast. 
Brendan Ryan doubled 
twice with three RBIs and 
Didi Gregorius had a bases- 
loaded triple in New York's 
11-run second inning as the 
Yankees overcame Texas. 
Chris Young started the big 
inning with a double and 
scored the first of his two 
runs when Chase Headley 
had the first of his two RBI 
singles in the frame. An 
inning later. Young hit his 
fourth career grand slam. 

A day after his 40th 
birthday, Alex Rodriguez 
had an RBI double off the 
top of the 14-foot wall in 
left field to make it 6-5 and 
chase starter Martin Perez 
( 0 - 2 ). 

The AL East-leading 
Yankees won for the eighth 
time in nine games, and 
are majors-best 16-5 in July 

— matching their most wins 
in a month since August 
2013. 

RAYS 10, TIGERS 2 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) 

— Rookie Curt Casali had 
three hits and homered 
twice for the second 
straight game, leading 
Tampa Bay to a victory 
over slumping Detroit. 
Casali hit a two-run homer 
off All-Star David Price (9- 


4) in the fourth inning and 
added a solo shot off the 
former Rays ace for a 5-1 
lead in the sixth. He struck 
out with the bases loaded 
in the eighth, finishing 3 
for 4 with three RBIs on 
consecutive nights. 

Jake Odorizzi (6-6) allowed 
one run and six hits over six 
innings to improve to 2-1 
since returning from a five- 
week stint on the disabled 
list. 

Yoenis Cespedes homered 
for the second straight 
night for the Tigers, who’ve 
lost four of five to start a 10- 
game game road trip. 
ORIOLES 7, BRAVES 3 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Chris 
Davis homered twice 
and drove in five runs as 
Baltimore cruised past 
Atlanta for its fourth straight 
victory. 

Davis hit a three-run shot in 
the first inning and a two- 
run drive in the second, 
both off Julio Teheran (6-6). 
It was Davis’ 10th career 
multihomer game, the third 
this season. 

Ubaldo Jimenez shook 
off a miserable start to 
pitch seven innings for the 
Orioles, who will seek to 
complete a three-game 
sweep on Wednesday 
night. Baltimore’s four- 
game winning streak 
follows a 5-15 skid. 

Jimenez (8-6) didn't allow 
a hit after the first inning 
and retired 18 of the final 
20 batters he faced. The 
right-hander gave up two 
runs, four hits and three 
walks to end a run of three 
successive defeats. 

Freddie Freeman homered 
for the Braves (46-54), who 
have lost 12 of 16 to fall a 
season-high eight games 
under .500. 

ATHLETICS 2, DODGERS 0 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Sonny Gray pitched a 
masterful three-hitter for his 
second shutout in July, and 
Oakland snapped its four- 
game losing streak with a 
victory over Los Angeles. 
Josh Reddick homered, 
doubled and singled for the 
last-place A's, who traded 
Ben Zobrist, Scott Kazmir 
and closer Tyler Clippard in 
the past six daysO 



Kansas City Royals' Eric Hosmer points to the Royals dugout af¬ 
ter hitting a solo home run off Cleveland Indians starting pitcher 
Trevor Bauer in the ninth inning of a baseball game, Tuesday, 
July 28, 2015, in Cleveland. 

Associated Press 
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DISPORTS 




In this Feb. 2, 2015, file photo. New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, left, poses with NFL 
Commissioner Rodger Goodell during a news conference where Brady was presented the Super 
Bowl MVP in Phoenix, Ariz. Associated Press 


Brady 

Continued from Page 1 7 


“It is completely incom¬ 
prehensible to me that the 
league continues to take 
steps to disparage one 
of its all-time great play¬ 
ers, and a man for whom I 
have the utmost respect,” 
the Patriots owner said. “I 
have come to the con¬ 
clusion that this was never 
about doing what was fair 
and just." 

Just before the courts 
closed in Minnesota, the 
NFL Players Association 
asked the court to overturn 
Brady’s four-game suspen¬ 
sion — or at least put it on 
hold until the case can be 
heard. The union asked 
the court to throw out the 
suspension before Sept. 
4; that would keep Brady 
from missing any practices 
before the Patriots’ Sept. 
10 season-opener against 
the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

“We need to free him up 
for that first week,” union 
attorney Jeffrey Kessler told 
The Associated Press. “We 
don’t believe this discipline 
can ever be sustained.” 
The lawsuit argues that the 
NFL made up its rules as it 
went along and misap¬ 
plied the ones that were 
already on the books. In 
an interview with the AP, 
Kessler called it “offen¬ 
sive” that the league ac¬ 
cused Brady of destroying 
his cellphone to obstruct 
the investigation, a claim 
NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell made in uphold¬ 
ing the suspension on Tues¬ 
day. 

“We believe they high¬ 
lighted this issue solely to 
inflame the public, to sug¬ 
gest there is some secret in¬ 
formation being withheld, 
and that’s wrong,” Kessler 
told the AP. “It’s an unfair 
character assassination 
of a player who has done 
nothing but be a model 
citizen for this league." 
Brady defended the cell¬ 
phone swap on Facebook. 
“To suggest that I de¬ 
stroyed a phone to avoid 
giving the NFL information 
it requested is completely 
wrong,” he said. “There is 
no ‘smoking gun’ and this 
controversy is manufac¬ 
tured to distract from the 
fact they have zero evi¬ 


dence of wrongdoing.” 
Brady was suspended four 
games and the Patriots 
were docked $1 million 
and two draft picks in May 
for what the league found 
was a scheme to provide 
improperly inflated foot¬ 
balls for the AFC champi¬ 
onship game against the 
Indianapolis Colts. Investi¬ 
gator Ted Wells zeroed in 
on two equipment manag¬ 
ers — one who called him¬ 
self “The Deflator” — and 
said Brady was “at least 
generally aware” of the il¬ 
legal deflation scheme. 
Kraft said the Patriots did 
nothing wrong, but the 
team fired the two equip¬ 
ment managers. He said 
he didn’t fight the team’s 
penalty because he 
thought the league would 
go easy on the star quar¬ 
terback. 

Now, he said, he regrets his 
decision. 

“I truly believe that what I 
did in May ... would make 
it much easier for the 
league to exonerate Tom 
Brady. Unfortunately, I was 
wrong,” Kraft said, apolo¬ 
gizing to the team’s fans 
and to Brady. “Six months 
removed from the AFC 
championship game, the 
league still has no hard evi¬ 
dence of anybody doing 
anything to tamper with 
the PSI levels of footballs." 
Kraft said the team turned 
over every cellphone not 
belonging to a player — 
including the one belong¬ 
ing to coach Bill Belichick. 
The powerful owner, who 
had been one of Goodell's 
most loyal allies, said the 
league’s claim that Brady 
trashed his phone to ob¬ 
struct the investigation was 
just the latest in a series of 
statements and leaks that 
“intentionally implied ne¬ 
farious behavior” where 
there was none. 

“Tom Brady is a person of 
great integrity and is a 
great ambassador of the 
game, both on and off the 
field,” Kraft said. 

Brady, who had earlier 
denied cheating accusa¬ 
tions with the tepid “I don't 
think so," more forcefully 
defended himself in the 
Facebook post, claiming 
he cooperated with the in¬ 
vestigation except where 
doing so would have set 
a bad precedent for his 
union brethren. 


Brady said he replaced his 
broken phone only after 
his lawyers told league in¬ 
vestigators they couldn't 
have it. “Most importantly, I 
have never written, texted, 
emailed to anybody at any 


SANTA ROSA, Calif. (AP) 
— Tejay van Garderen 
will return to racing at the 


time, anything related to 
football air pressure before 
this issue was raised at the 
AFC Championship game 
in January,” he wrote. 

The post was liked by 
51,000 people — including 


Vuelta a Espana after an 
illness forced the Ameri¬ 
can cyclist out of fhe Tour 


his wife, supermodel Gisele 
Bundchen — in the first 30 
minutes after it was posted 
on Facebook. By the time 
the lawsuit was filed at 6 
p.m. Boston time, the num¬ 
ber was 250,000.□ 


de France with a podium 
finish in sight. 

BMC Racing Team gener¬ 
al manager Jim Ochowicz 
said Wednesday that van 
Garderen and Samuel 
Sanchez will headline his 
team at the season’s fi¬ 
nale grand tour beginning 
Aug. 22. 

It will be the first time van 
Garderen has started the 
Spanish race since 2010. 
One of three American 
riders in this year's Tour, 
Van Garderen was third 
overall when he was 
forced to abandon in the 
final week. 

His decision to race in 
Spain also means van 
Garderen will miss the USA 
Pro Challenge, a race 
he has won the past two 
years. That race in Colo¬ 
rado begins Aug. 17.0 


Van Garderen to return to 
cycling at Vuelta a Espana 



Tejay van Garderen of the U.S., left, looks back as BMC Racing 
Team lines up to receive the award for the best performing 
team prior to the start of the fourteenth stage of the Tour de 
France cycling race over 178.5 kilometers (110.9 miles) with 
start in Rodez and finish in Mende, France, Saturday, July 18, 
2015. Associated Press. 
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Will the Internet listen to your private conversations? 


This file product image provided by Amazon shows the Amazon Echo, the latest advance in 
voice-recognition technology that’s enabling machines to record snippets of conversation that 
are analyzed and stored by companies promising to make their customers’ lives better. 

Associated Press 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Like a lot of teenagers, 
Aanya Nigam reflexively 
shares her whereabouts, 
activities and thoughts on 
Twitter, Instagram and oth¬ 
er social networks without 
a qualm. 

But Aanya's care-free at¬ 
titude dissolved into para¬ 
noia a few months ago 
shortly after her mother 
bought Amazon's Echo, a 
digital assistant that can 
be set up in a home or of¬ 
fice to listen for various re¬ 
quests, such as for a song, 
a sports score, the weather, 
or even a book to be read 
aloud. After using the In¬ 
ternet-connected device 
for two months, Aanya, 16, 
started to worry that the 
Echo was eavesdropping 
on conversations in her Is- 
saquah, Washington, living 
room. So she unplugged 
the device and hid it in a 
place that her mother, An- 
jana Agarwal, still hasn’t 
been able to find. 

“I guess there is a differ¬ 
ence between deciding to 
share something and hav¬ 
ing something captured 


NEW YORK (AP) — Imagine 
making a video call with¬ 
out other people being 
able to listen in. 

Yahoo is trying to make 
that happen with Livetext, 
a new app that seeks to 
make video calling as pri¬ 
vate as texting. Yahoo says 
video calls can be better 
than texts for expressing 
emotions, but their audio 
component makes pri¬ 
vate conversations public. 
With Livetext, you message 
friends by typing, just like 
texting, but you see video 
of friends without the au¬ 
dio. It’s the latest example 
of Yahoo trying to catch 
up in mobile services since 
Marissa Mayer became 
the company’s CEO three 
years ago. Facebook Mes¬ 
senger, WhatsApp, Skype 
and other services already 


by something that you 
don’t know when it's listen¬ 
ing,” Agarwal said of her 
daughter's misgivings. 

The Echo, a $180 cylindri¬ 
cal device that began 
general shipping in July 
after months of public test¬ 


deliver video calls. Yahoo's 
twist is silencing audio. 

It’s not clear how much 
traction this app will get. 
Friends will also need to be 
using Livetext, and for now, 
the pool of users is much 
smaller than those with es¬ 
tablished rivals. Yahoo says 
it didn’t want to tap its ex¬ 
isting network of millions of 
users, in order to keep the 
experience intimate. To 
use Livetext, users create 
a separate ID and make 
friend requests using their 
phone’s address book. 
Following tests in Hong 
Kong, Taiwan and Ireland, 
as well as some U.S. college 
campuses, the app will be 
released Thursday in the 
U.S., Canada, Germany, 
France and the U.K. Ver¬ 
sions for Apple and Android 
devices will be available. □ 


ing, is the latest advance 
in voice-recognition tech¬ 
nology that’s enabling 
machines to record snip¬ 
pets of conversation that 
are analyzed and stored 
by companies promising to 
make their customers’ lives 
better. Other increasingly 
popular forms of voice- 
recognition services in¬ 
clude Apple’s Siri assistant 
on mobile devices, Micro¬ 
soft’s Cortana and the “OK 
Google” feature for speak¬ 
ing to Google’s search en¬ 
gine. Spoken commands 
can also be used to find 
something to watch on 
some TVs, and an upcom¬ 
ing Barbie doll will include 
an Internet-connected mi¬ 
crophone to hear what's 
being said. 

These innovations will con¬ 
front people with a choice 
pitting convenience 

against privacy as they 
decide whether to open 
another digital peephole 
into their lives for a grow¬ 
ing number of devices 
equipped with Internet- 
connected microphones 
and cameras. 

The phenomenon, dubbed 
the “Internet of Things,” 
promises to usher in an era 
of automated homes out¬ 
fitted with locks, lights, ther¬ 
mostats, entertainment sys¬ 
tems and servants such as 


the Echo that respond to 
spoken words. 

It’s also raising the specter 
of Internet-connected mi¬ 
crophones being secretly 
used as a wiretap, either 
by a company providing 
a digital service, govern¬ 
ment officials with court or¬ 
ders or intruders that seize 
control of the equipment. 
“We are on the trajectory 
of a future filled with voice- 
assisted apps and voice- 
assisted devices,” Forrester 
Research analyst Fatemeh 
Khatibloo says. “This is go¬ 
ing to require finding the 
fine balance between cre¬ 
ating a really great user 
experience and something 
that's creepy." 

Fears about Internet sur¬ 
veillance have heightened 
during the past two years 
as former National Secu¬ 


rity Agency contractor Ed¬ 
ward Snowden released 
documents revealing that 
the U.S. government's 
terrorist-fighting programs 
have included mining per¬ 
sonal information collect¬ 
ed by a variety of technol- 
ogycompanies. 

The Electronic Privacy 
Information Center, a 
watchdog group, wants 
the Federal Trade Com¬ 
mission to set security stan¬ 
dards and strict limitations 
on the storage and use of 
personal information col¬ 
lected through Internet- 
connected microphones 
and cameras. 

“We think it’s misleading to 
only present the potential 
conveniences of this tech¬ 
nology without also pre¬ 
senting the huge number 
of possible drawbacks," 
said Julia Horwitz, direc¬ 
tor of the center’s privacy 
project. 


The FTC believes compa¬ 
nies selling Internet-con¬ 
nected devices and apps 
should collect as little per¬ 
sonal data as possible and 
quickly delete it once the 
information has served its 
purpose, said Kristen An¬ 
derson, an attorney with 
the commission’s division 
of privacy and identity pro¬ 
tection. 

Amazon.com says Echo 
users don’t need to worry 
about the device eaves¬ 
dropping on them. As a 
safeguard, according to 
Amazon, the device’s mi¬ 
crophone is programmed 
to come on only after it's 
activated with the press 
of a button or the use of 
a certain word, such as 
Alexa, the name of the 
software that powers the 
Echo. □ 


Yahoo plays catch-up 
in messaging with 
video texting app 




In this photo taken Thursday, July 23, 2015, Anjana Agarwal, 
left, poses with a photo with her daughter Aanya Nigam, 16, in 
Issaquah, Wash. 

Associated Press 
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Whole Foods: Sales hurt by bad publicity from overcharging 


NEW YORK (AP) — Whole 
Foods says its sales are 
hurting from bad public¬ 
ity over its overcharging 
of customers in New York 
City. 

The grocery chain known 
for its organic offerings 
noted that sales growth 
slowed sharply in the last 
two weeks of the quarter 
ending July 5. That was af¬ 
ter New York City officials 


said an audit found the 
chain’s stores were over¬ 
charging customers by 
overstating the weight of 
pre-packed products — a 
finding that Whole Foods 
noted made national 
news. The company said 
sales at established loca¬ 
tions were still weak in the 
current quarter. 

“There’s no magic bullet 
for restoring whatever trust 


was lost," co-CEO Walter 
Robb said during a call 
with analysts and investors. 
Robb noted the company 
has taken actions to ensure 
the overcharging doesn’t 
happen again. That in¬ 
cludes training for workers 
and an offer to customers 
that products will be free 
if the prices are not accu¬ 
rate and not in their favor. 
After adjusting for the tim¬ 


ing of Easter this year, the 
company said sales rose 
2.6 percent at established 
locations in the first 10 
weeks of the quarter. The 
figure fell fo 0.4 percent in 
the final two weeks of fhe 
period after the NYC audit 
became public. 

In the first three weeks of 
the current quarter, the fig¬ 
ure was up just 0.6 percent. 
For the full fiscal year. 


Whole Foods now expects 
sales at established lo¬ 
cations to rise in the low 
single-digit percentages, 
down from the previous 
forecast of growth in the 
low- to mid-single digits. 
Whole Foods Market Inc., 
based in Austin, Texas, is 
trying to find new ways to 
drive up sales as organic 
foods become more wide¬ 
ly available.^ 


Stocks end higher after Fed keeps interest rates unchanged 



A television screen on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange shows the decision of the 
Federal Reserve, Wednesday, July 29, 2015. The Federal Reserve appears on track to raise 
interest rates later this year but is signaling that it wants to see further economic gains and higher 
inflation before doing so. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


KEN SWEET 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — US. 

stocks rose on Wednesday 
after Federal Reserve poli¬ 
cymakers voted to keep 
interest rates unchanged 
and gave no indication 
that a rate rise was immi¬ 
nent. A modest rebound in 
Chinese stocks also helped 
push the market higher. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 121.12 points, 
or 0.7 percent, to 17,751.39. 
The Standard & Poor's 500 
index rose 15.32 points, or 
0.7 percent, to 2,108.57 and 
the Nasdaq composite rose 
22.53 points, or 0.4 percent, 
to 5,111.73. 

The Fed said the U.S. econ¬ 
omy continues to improve 
in numerous aspects, but 
signaled that it wants to 
see further economic gains 
and higher inflation before 
raising rates. Many investors 
expect the Fed will still lift 
rates in September or De¬ 
cember, but its statement 
gave no timing for the raise. 
Low interest rates have 
been good for stock inves¬ 
tors, helping fuel a bull mar¬ 
ket that has lasted more 


than six years. 

"Yeah, the economy is im¬ 
proving, but they are not 
really saying that the econ¬ 
omy is taking off here,” said 
Tom di Galoma, head of 
rates trading at ED&F Man 
Capital. “If the Fed doesn’t 
raise rates in September, I 


think we're looking at some 
time mid next year.” 

There are several reasons 
why the Fed could stand 
pat on interest rates, from 
the recent distress in Chi¬ 
na’s stock market to the 
falling prices of commodi¬ 
ties this year, which will help 


keep a lid on inflation. 

Bond investors seemed to 
agree with the idea that 
the Fed was in no rush to 
raise rates. Bonds rose, 
pushing the benchmark 10- 
year Treasury note traded 
at a yield of 2.27 compared 
with the nearly 2.30 percent 


before fhe Fed sfatement. 
Investors had a second day 
of relative calm in the Chi¬ 
nese stock market. China’s 
Shanghai Composite Index 
rebounded 3.4 percent to 
close at 3,969.40 after flit¬ 
ting between gains and 
losses for most of the day. 
Alarm over the sharp fall in 
Chinese shares has abated 
somewhat as the Shanghai 
index has steadied follow¬ 
ing Monday’s 8.5 percent 
dive. 

A strong batch of corpo¬ 
rate earnings also helped 
lift the market. Gilead Sci¬ 
ences rose $2.64, or 2.3 per¬ 
cent, to $115.71. The com¬ 
pany's profits jumped 23 
percent from a year ago, 
helped by its new block¬ 
buster hepatitis C medicine 
Harvoni. The company also 
raised its 2015 forecasts. 
Northrop Grumman led 
defense companies higher 
after it posted a stronger- 
than-expected profit in the 
second quarter and raised 
its outlook for the year. 
Northrop’s stock jumped 
$10.10, or 6.2 percent, to 
$173.44, its biggest one-day 
gain in at least five years.Q 


Volkswagen Q2 earns slip on restructuring, troubled markets 


DAVID McHUGH 
AP Business Writer 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— Automaker Volkswagen 
saw profits slip in the sec¬ 
ond quarter despite taking 
the global lead in sales over 
Toyota and GM. 

The company based in 
Wolfsburg, Germany, was 
hit by 180 million euros ($198 
million) in restructuring 
costs at its MAN truck divi¬ 
sion. More broadly, it faces 
headwinds from troubled 


economies in China, Russia 
and Brazil. 

Profit after tax fell to 2.73 
billion euros from 3.25 bil¬ 
lion euros in the prior-year 
quarter. Revenues rose 
9.9 percent to 56.04 billion 
euros, largely boosted by 
favorable exchange rate 
changes. 

CEO Martin Winterkorn 
warned against becoming 
complacent over the sales 
lead, saying that “size is not 
an end in itself.” 


Volkswagen AG said 
Wednesday that earnings 
from joint ventures with Chi¬ 
nese automakers, booked 
as equity holdings rather 
than operating profits, were 
roughly flat over the first half 
of the year. China has been 
a key source of sales growth 
for German car makers but 
economic growth there has 
been slowing. VW sales in 
China fell by 0.5 percent in 
the first half of the year. 

The company said that 


growth in the Chinese auto 
market had weakened 
and then turned negative 
in June. Along with other 
automakers, Volkswagen 
faces plunging demand 
in Russia, where the fall in 
the ruble has hit consumers 
hard. Analyst Marc-Rene 
Tonn of Warburg Research 
said that “operationally, it 
was a good quarter.” He 
said profit margins were 
maintained for the com¬ 
pany’s luxury brand Audi 


and improved at the core 
Volkswagen brand. VW 
brand margins improved 
to 3.3 percent from 2.3 per¬ 
cent, though that’s still con¬ 
sidered low. The compa¬ 
ny’s other brands include 
SEAT, Skoda, Bentley and 
Porsche. The negative side 
was lower second-quarter 
income from China, he 
said: "The key focus will be 
on China, and the devel¬ 
opment of the at-equity re¬ 
sults, from here. ”□ 














Twitter stock 
tumbles as user 
growth stalls 

NEW YORK (AP) — Tepid 
user growth and ongoing 
uncertainty about its lead¬ 
ership dragged Twitter’s 
stock to its lowest level in 
over a year Wednesday, 
even though the short¬ 
messaging service report¬ 
ed sharply quarterly higher 
revenue. 

Twitter is "not satisfied" 
with its user growth, co¬ 
founder Jack Dorsey, who 
replaced Dick Costolo as 
CEO earlier this month, 
said Tuesday after the 
earnings report. But that’s 
unlikely to change any 
time soon. 

Twitter doesn’t expect to 
see "sustained, meaning¬ 
ful growth” of its number 
of users until it reaches the 
mass market, said Chief 
Financial Officer Anthony 
Noto. This, he said, will take 
considerable time. 

While the company is plan¬ 
ning to boost its marketing 
efforts to lure in new users, 
Noto also acknowledged 
that the site remains too 
difficult to use for many 
people. 

On average, Twitter had 
316 million monthly active 
users in the second quar¬ 
ter, up less than 3 percent 
from the previous three 
months. 

"Stagnant user growth 
suggests Twitter is still try¬ 
ing to find its place in the 
social media food chain,” 
said Colin Sebastian, an 
analyst at Baird Equity Re¬ 
search, in a note to inves¬ 
tors. 

While Twitter’s quarterly re¬ 
sults easily surpassed Wall 
Street’s expectations, the 
analyst said the compa¬ 
ny’s potential "remains in 
question due to the per¬ 
ceived ‘niche’ adoption 
when compared to other 
social media peers” such 
as Facebook with its nearly 
1.5 billion monthly users, or 
Snapchat with its 100 mil¬ 
lion daily users. 
Nonetheless, Cantor 
Fitzgerald analyst Youssef 
Squali said Twitter’s long¬ 
term potential remains in¬ 
tact, helped by its unique 
offering as "the largest re¬ 
al-time broadcasting plat¬ 
form” as well as its "growing 
level of monetization.”□ 
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Better economy has smokers buying more Marlboros 



Store manager Stephanie Hunt poses for photos with a pack of Marlboro cigarettes, an Altria 
brand, at a Smoker Friendly shop in Pittsburgh. Altria reported quarterly financial results on 
Wednesday, July 29, 2015. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar) 


MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A bet¬ 
ter economy is helping sell 
more Marlboros and Cam¬ 
els, even as prices climb. 
That brought higher profits 
for their makers in the sec¬ 
ond quarter. 

Marlboro maker Altria Inc. 
has now seen two straight 
quarters of upticks in ciga¬ 
rettes sold. That is unusual 
at a time when tobacco 
companies have routinely 
seen declines, as people 
smoke less because of tax 
increases, smoking bans, 
health concerns and in¬ 
creasing social stigma. 
Camel cigarette maker 
Reynolds American said 
a day earlier that it also 
sold more cigarettes in the 
quarter. Altria said it esti¬ 
mate total industry sales of 
cigarettes held even with 
last year. 

Altria said part of the 3.1 
percent increase resulted 
from retailers' inventory 
movements, which often 
come when they stock up 
ahead of a price increase. 
But the company said vol¬ 
ume rose 1 percent in the 
quarter even adjusting for 
that factor. 

An improving economy is 
helping cigarette sales, an¬ 
alyst Christopher Growe of 
Stifel Nicolaus said in note 
to clients this week. 

One component that’s 
likely playing a role is 
the job market. Employ¬ 
ers have steadily added 
jobs since the beginning 
of 2014, creating an aver¬ 
age of 242,556 jobs each 
month and the unemploy¬ 
ment rate has fallen to 5.3 


percent from 6.7 percent 
during that time. 

In addition, while gasoline 
prices may have mostly 
inched upward in recent 
months, they are still well 
below last year's, leaving 
more money in smokers’ 
pockets. 

Altria Chairman and CEO 
Martin Barrington said dur¬ 
ing a conference call that 
the company knows that 
smokers started to feel bet¬ 
ter financially during the 
second half of 2014, when 
gasoline prices began to 
drop sharply. 

It's not clear yet if more 
people are smoking or if 
smokers are simply buy¬ 
ing a few more cigarettes, 
but Altria and Reynolds’ 
increased sales are raising 
some concerns about the 


health impact. 

Dr. Kurt Ribisl, a professor 
at the UNC Gillings School 
of Global Public Health, 
said that he wouldn’t be 
surprised if there’s a small 
increase in cigarette smok¬ 
ing because few states 
have raised excise taxes 
recently or passed com¬ 
prehensive smoke-free 
air laws. Vince Willmore, 
spokesman for the Cam¬ 
paign for Tobacco-Free 
Kids, said that the group 
will need to carefully moni¬ 
tor to see if it’s a quarterly 
blip ora longer-term trend. 
“The quarterly increase in 
cigarette sales is a warning 
to elected officials at all 
levels that they need to do 
more to reduce smoking,” 
he said. 

The Centers for Disease 


Control and Prevention’s 
most recent data indi¬ 
cates that 17.8 percent of 
adults in the U.S. were cur¬ 
rent cigarette smokers in 
2013. The center said that 
9.2 percent of high school 
students and 2.5 percent 
of middle school students 
were current cigarette 
smokers in 2014. 

Matthew Farrelly, chief sci¬ 
entist at RTI International, 
said during a phone inter¬ 
view that he believes the 
rise in cigarette sales be¬ 
ing reported by Altria and 
Reynolds American could 
be a small upward blip in 
an otherwise overall down¬ 
ward market trend. 

“It takes a while to get 
more of a fuller picture of 
what's happening nation¬ 
wide,” he explainedO 


Facebook stock slides even as 2Q results soar 


B. ORTUTAY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Face- 
book surpassed expecta¬ 
tions on all fronts in the sec¬ 
ond quarter, growing not 
just profit and revenue but 
its already-massive user 
base, mobile advertising 
and usage of its “family” 
of non-Facebook apps like 
Instagram and WhatsApp. 
Even so, its stock price fell 
after the results came out, 
as some investors may 
have been looking for 


even better results, or they 
may be simply cashing in 
on some profits as Face- 
book’s shares have been 
trading near record highs. 
Spending also soared in 
the April-June period, as 
Facebook had promised it 
would. 

The world’s largest on¬ 
line social network said 
Wednesday that it had 
1.31 billion people monthly 
mobile users as of June 30, 
up 23 percent from a year 
earlier. It reached 1.49 bil¬ 


lion monthly users, up 13 
percent from a year earli¬ 
er. Facebook also had 968 
million daily active users 
overall and 844 million on 
mobile devices. 

“Once again Facebook 
has proven its ability to at¬ 
tract and retain users. It’s 
particularly impressive that 
users are more engaged 
than ever before — that 
the percentage of month¬ 
ly users who visit every day 
continues to grow,” said 
Forrester Research analyst 


Nate Elliott. 

That’s in contrast to Twitter, 
which continues to worry 
investors with stalling user 
growth. Facebook’s mo¬ 
bile advertising represent¬ 
ed 76 percent of the total 
advertising revenue dur¬ 
ing the April-June period, 
proof that the company 
continues to attract adver¬ 
tisers to where its users are 
— on smartphones and 
other hand-held gadgets. 
That’s up from 62 percent 
a year earlierO 
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Mutts 


Conceptis Sudoku 



Blondie 


HIS AMAZING INVENTION LETS^ 
HIM "TIME TRAVEL" BACK 30 ( 
MINUTES TO RE-EAT THE ( 
DINNER HE JUST DEVOURED/ 



BACK TO THE 



Mother Goose & Grimm 
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VOU'Ve ©OTARS’! 
SWOUEN CLUSTER 
OF BOILS AROUND 
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SIMON ANP 
CARBUNCLES 


Baby Blues 



HE tNAS SHAVIN6, 
NOT UAVJIN6 A 
CONNIPTION. 


Zits 



...ANPINCTICEPTMAT 
THEY HAVE AUOE OPENING 
FOR A^rocKBOY- 



APPARENTLY t ^ 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Orange rind 
5 Enlarges a hole 
10 Dull pain 

14 Path 

15 Bert’s buddy 

16 Gangster 

17 R & B singer 
_ James 

18 Agreeing 

20 Hardwood tree 

21 Mediocre 

22 Sty cries 

23 Loosen 

25 Severinsen or 
Holliday 

26 Not formal 
28 Talks back 

31 Go out on 

be a risk-taker 

32 Shovel 

34 “_Along, Little 

Dogies” 

36 Spill the beans 

37 Does' mates 

38 Tibia or femur 

39 Zsa Zsa, to 
Eva 

40 British nobles 

41 Walked back & 
forth nervously 

42 Insignia 

44 Extends one’s 
subscription 

45 Mai tai 
ingredient 

46 Fire engine’s 
blaring device 

47 Hatred 

50 Flamingo color 

51 Refrain syllable 
54 Standard 

operating 

SOPs 

57 “Get a 
advice to the 
hysterical 

58 Carryall 

59 Operated a car 

60 Stack 

61 Mineral springs 

62 Concluded 

63 Highest cards 

DOWN 

1 “Guilty” or “Not 
guilty" 

2 Gobbles up 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 


3 Ardor 

4 Grassland 

5 Shrink back in 
fear 

6 Jagged 

7 _ Domini; A.D. 

8 Prefix for 
deeds or deals 

9 Observe 

10 Upper rooms 

11 Goatee’s place 

12 Handsome guy 

13 Basketful from 
the henhouse 

19 Lasso’s loop 
21 Puncture 

24 Like gums shot 
with Novocain 

25 Papas 

26 Hired vehicles 

27 TV’s “Kate & 

28 Hangs limply 

29 Narcissistic 

30 Tough fibrous 
tissue 

32 Flower stalk 

33 On a _ with; 
equivalent to 
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35 Mack & Turner 

37 Appear 

38 Cause of woe 

40 Ostrich feather 

41 _ up; become 
cheerful again 

43 Willis and Lee 

44 Hosed down 
46 Colander 


47 _for; selects 

48 Let fall 

49 Tiny bit 

50 Urge on 

52 Infuriate 

53 Primates 

55 Ike’s initials 

56 Fancy vase 

57 Student’s avg. 
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France 

Continued from Page 10 


Those caught on the 
French side are generally 
immediately freed to re¬ 
turn to the camps and try 
again. Those caught on 
the in British side may be 
detained while their appli¬ 
cations for asylum are con¬ 
sidered. But many stay hid¬ 
den aboard trucks as they 
roll off the trains until they 
stop for fuel, then hop off 


about 2,000 attempts on 
each of two successive 
nights. British Home Secre¬ 
tary Theresa May said “a 
number” of migrants made 
it through overnight. 
Attempts have been in¬ 
creasing exponentially as 
has the sense of crisis in 
recent weeks, spurred by 
new barriers around the 
Eurotunnel site, lack of ac¬ 
cess to the Calais port, la¬ 
bor strife that turned the 
rails into protest sites for 
striking workers, and an in¬ 


man in his mid-20s, was 
crushed by a truck as he 
tried to stow away, Gilles 
Debove, a police union of¬ 
ficial told The Associated 
Press. 

The delays caused may¬ 
hem for truckers on both 
sides of the Channel. Car¬ 
go trucks were backed up 
overnight in Calais for sev¬ 
eral kilometers (miles) lead¬ 
ing to the loading zone, 
some of them stuck on a 
highway overpass above 
one of the many make¬ 



Police officers block migrants along a road to prevent their access to train tracks which lead to 
the Channel Tunnel, in Calais, northern France, Wednesday, July 29, 2015. Migrants rushed the 
tunnel linking France and England repeatedly for a second night on Wednesday and one man 
was crushed by a truck in the chaos, deepening tensions surrounding the thousands of people 
camped in this northern French port city. 

(AP Photo/Thibault Camus) 


and vanish. 

“Smugglers sell migrants 
the notion that Britain is the 
only El Dorado for a bet¬ 
ter life,” said Emmanuel 
Agrius, the deputy mayor 
of Calais. 

Eurofunnel defended its 
efforts, saying Wednesday 
it had blocked more than 
37,000 attempts since Jan¬ 
uary. Nine people have 
died trying since June, in¬ 
cluding the man crushed 
by a truck. An Egyptian 
trying to leap from a train 
roof and board the Euro¬ 
star at Paris' Gare du Nord 
train station was in critical 
condition after being elec¬ 
trocuted. 

There were wildly conflict¬ 
ing totals of people in¬ 
volved in Wednesday’s 
rush for the tunnel, rang¬ 
ing from 150 fo as many 
as 1,200. Buf French au¬ 
thorities and the company 
agreed there had been 


flux of desperate migrants. 
“This exceptional migrant 
situation has dramatic 
human consequences," 
French Interior Minister 
Bernard Cazeneuve said. 
“Calais is a mirror of con¬ 
flicts tearing up regions of 
the world.” 

About 25 migrants were 
seen getting off a public 
bus in Calais early Wednes¬ 
day with a police officer 
who left them by the side 
of the road. Several said 
they were returning from a 
night of trying to cross the 
Channel. 

“(We) come from train 
here and tomorrow, inshal- 
lah, try again in the train,” 
said an Eritrean, using 
the Arabic expression for 
“God willing," who would 
not give his name as he 
planned further attempts 
to reach England. 

The man killed overnight, 
believed to be a Sudanese 


shift migrant camps. British 
police, meanwhile, turned 
parts of a highway near 
the British end of the tun¬ 
nel into a giant parking lot. 
Passenger service was also 
delayed. 

Eurotunnel called for help 
from both the French and 
British governments to pro¬ 
tect the site and its 23-kilo- 
meter (14-mile) perimeter, 
which is far more danger¬ 
ous for migrants than the 
now locked-down port 
had been, with small hills, 
basins of wafer and electri¬ 
fied shuttles for the trucks 
that can strike stowaways. 
“It's become a phenom¬ 
enon which is beyond 
our means,” Eurotunnel 
spokesman John Keefe 
said. “We’re just a small 
transport company oper¬ 
ating in a little corner of 
Europe." 

Keefe said attacks on the 
fences are organized. 
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TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week 

room 

price 

26 

507 

$ 3,500 

26 

543 

$ 5,300 

40 

105 

$5000 

48/49 

119 

$4,500 

30/31 

524 

$3,500 each 

35 

314 

$4,000 

30 

515 

$4,900 

30 

311 

$5,000 

23 

343 

$4,500 

27 

103 

$4,000 

29 

134 

$4,500 

20&21 

347 

$4,500 

27 

341 

$4,000 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 


203548 


DOCTOR 
m ON DUTY 

r ’ 

rs | Oranjestad 

Dr. Samuels 

Tel. 583-0877 


EMERGENCIA 

911 

POLICE 100 

POLICE 581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 582-4000 

NOORD 587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 585-4710 

SAVANETA 584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 584-5000 

POLICE TIPLINE 11141 
FIRE DEPT. 115 

FIRE DEPT. 582-1108 

HOSPITAL 527-4000 

AMBULANCE 582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 911 


PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 
For Sale 

2 bedroom week 29 Room 125 
pool side $6,500 O.B.O. 

Divi Phoenix 

For Sale 1 bedroom Room 502 
week 29 $5,000 O.B.O. 

For Sale 1 bedroom Room 502 
week 32 $5,000 O.B.O. 

203549 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE/ 

RENT 

Divi Village 

week 29, July 19 to 26, Rm 
5503, all amenities sale $2900 
rent $795 also Mill Resort week 
28 July 11 start, 2 rm suite, 2 
bath unit 234 B/C $750 
email: rmwimw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

203265 


ANTI QUESH OPS 
FLEAMARKET 

ROCOCO PLAZA 

Tanki LeendTert road 4* 

SUNDAY 2 August 
ANTIQUE SHOPS open 4-1 
We sell Bubble Plastic 
Inf. Call 741-5640 
To Rent Your Stand 



PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Eagle Tel: 587-9011 
San Nicolas: Centro Medico n.v. Tel: 584-5794 


INFORMATION 

118 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 



August 1 

w—— 

Freewinds 

Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Aruba Airlines 

583-8300 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Surinam 

582-7896 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


Aruba Foundation 

For those Visually Incapasitated 

Tel: 582-5051 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(F_ADA) Te_[: 583-^2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh_5_82-44_33 _ 

Centro Diabetic Arubano 
Tel: 524-8888 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

QUOTA Club 

Tel: 525-2672 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Remains of 4 early colonial leaders discovered at Jamestown 


BRETT ZONGKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ar¬ 
chaeologists have uncov¬ 
ered human remains of 
four of the earliest leaders 
of the English colony that 
would become America, 
buried for more than 400 
years near the altar of what 
was America's first Protes¬ 
tant church in Jamestown, 
Virginia. 

The four burial sites were 
uncovered in the earthen 
floor of what was James¬ 
town’s historic Anglican 
church from 1608, a team 
of scientists and historians 
announced Tuesday. The 
site is the same church 
where Pocahontas fa¬ 
mously married English¬ 
man John Rolfe, leading to 
peace between the Pow¬ 
hatan Indians and colonists 
at the first permanent Eng¬ 
lish settlement in America. 
Beyond the human re¬ 
mains, archaeologists also 
found artifacts buried with 
the colonial leaders — in¬ 
cluding a mysterious Cath¬ 
olic container for holy rel¬ 
ics found in the Protestant 
church. 

The Jamestown Rediscov¬ 
ery archaeology team 
revealed its discovery at 
the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of Natural History. 
The museum is helping to 
study and identify those 
buried in the church. The 
burials were first uncovered 
in November 2013, but the 
scientific team wanted to 
trace and identify ifs find¬ 
ings with some certainty 


before announcing the 
discovery. 

Archaeologists have been 
studying the site since 1994 
when the original James 
Fort — long thought to be 
lost and submerged in the 
James River — was redis¬ 
covered. The church site 


was mostly untouched and 
had not been excavated 
for more than a century 
until it was found in 2010. 
The team identified the 
remains of the Rev. Rob¬ 
ert Hunt, Jamestown's 
first Anglican minister who 
was known as a peace¬ 
maker between rival lead¬ 
ers; Capt. Gabriel Archer, 
a nemesis of one-time 
colony leader John Smith; 
Sir Ferdinando Wainman, 


likely the first knight buried 
in America; and Capt. Wil¬ 
liam West, who died in a 
fight with the Powhatan 
Indians. The three other 
men likely died after brief 
illnesses. They were buried 
between 1608 and 1610. 
“What we have discov¬ 


ered here in the earliest 
English church in America 
are four of the first leaders 
of America,” said historian 
James Horn who is presi¬ 
dent of the Jamestown 
Rediscovery Foundation. 
“There’s nothing like it any¬ 
where else in this country." 
While the individuals buried 
at Jamestown were not 
royalty, they were consid¬ 
ered pivotal figures in the 
early colony. Horn com¬ 
pared the find to the 2012 
discovery of the lost grave 
of King Richard III in Eng¬ 
land. 

Two years ago, the James¬ 
town team also found evi¬ 
dence of survival cannibal¬ 
ism in the colony. 

Perhaps just as interesting 
as the newly discovered 
human remains are some 
of fhe arfifacfs buried wifh 


the bodies. Burial items 
were rare in English culture 
at the time, archaeologists 
said. 

In the remnants of Ar¬ 
cher's coffin, archaeolo¬ 
gists found a captain’s 
leading staff as a symbol 
of Archer's military status. 


Historical records indicate 
Archer helped lead some 
of the earliest expeditions 
to Jamestown. He died at 
the age of 34 during a six- 
month period known as the 
“starving time” when many 
perished due to disease, 
starvation and battles with 
Indians. 

Mysteriously, a small silver 
box resting atop Archer’s 
coffin furns ouf likely to be 
a Catholic reliquary con¬ 
taining bone fragments 
and a container for holy 
water. Archer’s parents 
were Catholic in Protestant 
England, which became il¬ 
legal. So the discovery rais¬ 
es the question of whether 
Archer was perhaps part 
of a secret Catholic cell — 
or even a Catholic spy on 
behalf of the Spanish, Horn 
said. 


Catholic relics have been 
found in the Jamestown 
archaeological site be¬ 
fore, but the placement of 
this box seems particularly 
symbolic, the historians 
said. They used CT scans 
to see inside the sealed 
box without damaging 
it — gaining a view that 
wouldn't have been pos¬ 
sible 10 years ago. 

An alternative theory holds 
that the religious piece 
was simply repurposed for 
the Anglican church as a 
holdover from Catholic tra¬ 
dition as England waffled 
between Catholic and 
Protestant rule. Historians 
said more research must 
be done. 

“It was a real kind of ah- 
ha moment for a lot of us," 
said William Kelso, James¬ 
town’s director of archae¬ 
ology. “It was oh, religion 
was a big deal here, and 
that’s often overlooked. 
Everyone thinks that peo¬ 
ple came to Jamestown 
to find gold and go home 
and live happily ever af¬ 
ter.” 

But the Church of England 
had a strong role in the cre¬ 
ation of an English America 
with the Protestant church 
acting as a bulwark against 
Spain’s Catholic colonies 
to the south, Horn said. 

In West's burial plot, ar¬ 
chaeologists found rem¬ 
nants of the military lead¬ 
er's silver-edged sash in a 
block of soil. The silk ma¬ 
terial was too delicate to 
remove from fhe dirt, so 
archaeologists removed 
an entire block of dirf for 
preservation. 

Archaeologists will con¬ 
tinue searching the church 
site and expect to even¬ 
tually find the burial of Sir 
Thomas West, the early 
governor of Virginia who 
led a rescue mission fo 
save Jamestown when 
the colony was collapsing, 
Horn said. □ 




Bill Kelso, director of archaeology at Jamestown Discover, poses with bone fragments of 
four high-status leaders who helped shape the future of America during the initial phase of 
the Jamestown colony displayed at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History in 
Washington, Tuesday, July 28, 2015. Associated Press 
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New ‘Daily Host’ host says tenor will change, not targets 



LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) 

— Incoming "Daily Show” 
host Trevor Noah said poli¬ 
tics and the media will 
remain targets of the pro¬ 
gram but the perspective 
will be distinctively his. 

"The show still has its voice. 
It's just I'm at the helm tak¬ 
ing things in a slightly dif¬ 
ferent direction, but still 
trying to get to the same 
end place,” Noah said 
Wednesday during a Q&A 
session with TV critics. 
Outgoing host Jon Stew¬ 
art is a middle-aged Jew¬ 
ish man from New Jersey, 
Noah said, while he’s a 
31-year-old half-black, 
half-white South African 
man who’s spent about 
five years in America as 
he’s pursued his comedy 
career. 

"Look at issues in America 
right now, say just about 
racial inequality, Jon and 
I come from totally dif¬ 
ferent points of view," he 
said. “Jon would have to 
empathize; I myself come 
from a totally different 
place." 

The show is retaining its se¬ 
nior producing staff. Com¬ 
edy Central has said and 
which channel executive 
Kent Alterman reaffirmed 
at the Television Critics As¬ 
sociation session. The em¬ 
phasis on stability makes 
sense: "Daily Show” with 
Stewart has been a cor¬ 
nerstone of the channel’s 
success. 

Noah said he'll be looking 
for affirmation from Stew¬ 
art that he’s doing right 
by the program. Stewart 
leaves Aug. 6 and Noah 
takes over Sept. 28. 

"The biggest pressure for is 
living up to the expecta¬ 
tions that Jon has of me. 
Jon believes in me,” he 
said. There will be com¬ 
parisons made between 
them, he acknowledged, 
but it’s not his intent to im¬ 
mediately match what 
Stewart has built over a 
period of years. 

"I have a foundation set 
up by a wonderfully smart, 
funny man,” he said. 

While the show’s empha¬ 
sis on domestic issues will 
remain, including how the 
media addresses them. 


28, 2015. 

Noah said he will broaden 
the long-time emphasis 
on Fox News Channel be¬ 
cause the sources of news 
in the online era are far 
more extensive. 

He also intends to address 
international issues that 
are resonating in America, 
said Noah, who said he 
speaks seven languages. 
The comedian was well- 
received by fans and crit¬ 
ics when he performed 
his stand-up act Tuesday 
night at a theater in Santa 
Monica, California. He put 
the emphasis on topics in¬ 
cluding black deaths at 
the hands of law enforce¬ 
ment rather than politics. 
During Wednesday’s 
Q&A, he was self-assured 
and relaxed as he fielded 
questions that included 
the backlash to jokes that 
the comedian had tweet¬ 
ed several years ago, in¬ 
cluding ones that mocked 
Jews and women. 

Noah politely dismissed 
the tweets as a few 
among many, suggesting 
they were judged harshly 
in part because Ameri¬ 
cans were unfamiliar with 
him and his comedic per¬ 
spective. Before coming 
to the United States, he'd 
developed an internation¬ 
al fan base. 

“Luckily, Comedy Central 
hasn’t limited me to 140 


characters on the show, so 
I should be able to (speak) 
in a better, well-formed 
way," he said. 

When Noah was asked 
why he appeared to be 
so unflappable, he traced 
it back to a difficult early 


BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) — 

Vincent Kartheiser (KARTH’- 
eyes-er) plays the antithesis 
of his smarmy “Mad Men” 
character Pete Campbell 
in the upcoming NatGeo 
miniseries “Saints & Strang¬ 
ers.” 

The four-hour movie is 
about the men and wom¬ 
en who crossed over on 
the Mayflower and their 
first year in America. 

Cast members including 
Natascha McElhone, Barry 
Sloane and Ron Livings¬ 
ton addressed TV critics 
Wednesday at the annual 
summer press tour. 
Kartheiser plays William 
Bradford, who was the 
second governor of the 
Plymouth Colony and is 
described as the moral 
compass of the story. 

“Pete Campbell was the 
opposite of that,” a beard¬ 
ed, long-haired Kartheiser 


life that included a house¬ 
hold beset by domestic 
violence and a native 
country fighting to break 
free from apartheid. Both 
his family and country are 
better off now, he said. 
"Maybe I’ve been tainted 


said via satellite from South 
Africa, where production is 
underway. 

“It was a wonderful op¬ 
portunity to dive into a dif¬ 
ferent era and a different 
type of character. I also 
thought being on NatGeo, 
that they would honor this 
story and they would bring 
historical accuracy to it,” 
he said. 

Gina Matthews, an execu¬ 
tive producer, added, “He 
has this quality to draw you 
in as an actor, and you 
can't take your eyes off 
him." 

When a reporter asked 
the panel of actors and 
producers whether any of 
the American cast have 
ancestors who were on 
the Mayflower, Kartheiser 
responded, “No, but I think 
Pete Campbell did.” 

“Saints & Strangers” pre¬ 
mieres Nov. 26 on National 


by hope and optimism. 
Maybe that’s why I'm un¬ 
flappable. I’m mixed now 
only in my blood but my 
life," he said. There are is¬ 
sues that get him "riled 
up," he added, but he likes 
to think before he acts. □ 



This photo provided by 
National Geographic 
Channels shows, Anna 
Camp, from left, as Dorothy 
Bradford, William Kartheiser 
as William Bradford, Maria 
Vos as Elizabeth Winslow 
and Barry Sloane as 
Edward Winslow, onboard 
the Mayflower in National 
Geographic Channel’s 
upcoming miniseries, “Saints 
& Strangers,” premiering in 
fall 2015. Associated Press 

Geographic Channel.^ 


Vincent Kartheiser’s next role 
is opposite of ‘Mad Men’ part 
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Oculus debuts virtual 
reality film ‘Henry’ 



This photo provided by Oculus shows a scene from the short 
animation film, “Henry.” Oculus’ second virtual reality film 
premiered Tuesday, July 28, 2015, in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 


DERRIK J. LANG 
AP Entertainment Writer 
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) 

— Oculus is hedging its 
bets that an adorable crit¬ 
ter named Henry can help 
convince consumers — 
and Hollywood — about 
the viability of virtual reality 
as a storytelling medium. 
The VR company, which 
Facebook acquired for 
nearly $2 billion last year, 
debuted a 10-minute nar¬ 
rative experience star¬ 
ring the lonely hedgehog 
Henry during an invite-only 
event Tuesday at a private 
mansion in Beverly Hills. 
Inside, guests donned 
consumer versions of the 
Oculus Rift headset and 
were offered a 360-degree 
glimpse into Henry’s car- 
toony home as his birthday 
wish magically came to 
life. 

“Henry” is the second film 
from Oculus Story Studio, 
an internal production 
company that Oculus es¬ 
tablished last year after 
Facebook bought the VR 
company. “Lost," the stu¬ 
dio's first short film, debuted 
at the Sundance Film Festi¬ 
val earlier this year. 

“The goal with ‘Henry’ and 
these short films isn't to be 
an introduction to virtual 
reality,” said Oculus found¬ 
er Palmer Luckey. “We're 
trying to build things with 
Oculus Story Studio that 
other people can learn 
from and build better con¬ 
tent from as a result.” 
Luckey added that Oculus 
isn’t attempting to create a 
studio to rival Hollywood’s 
existing players. Instead, 
with “Henry” and Oculus’ 
other work, the company 
is seeking to demonstrate 
VR’s capability and in¬ 
spire studios and produc¬ 
tion companies to create 
content beyond promo¬ 
tional efforts connected to 
other films and entertain¬ 
ment franchises. 

“In a perfect word, we’ll 
have all the major studios 
making tons of VR content 
because they’re making 
tons of money off of it,” 
said Luckey. “That would 


be much better for us than 
having to hold up the en¬ 
tire VR marketplace with 
our own content. Nintendo 
managed to do that with 
their games, but it's really 
rough. It'll be much health¬ 
ier to have a diverse eco¬ 
system.” 

“Henry” is an entirely pas¬ 
sive experience that 
doesn’t require viewers to 
use a controller, other than 
tilting their head to see the 
action inside Henry's tree- 
trunk abode. However, 
“Henry” director Ramiro 
Lopes Dau, a former ani¬ 
mator at Pixar, included 
the ability for the spikey 
character to look directly 
at the user during the ex¬ 
perience. 

“I think there’s room for all 


BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) 

— U.S. viewers aren’t go¬ 
ing to see the love story 
on TV’s “Welcome to Swe¬ 
den” play out. NBC has 
canceled the comedy 
starring Greg Poehler two 
weeks into its second sea¬ 
son. Poehler’s sister Amy 
served as one of the exec¬ 
utive producers of the se¬ 
ries. “Welcome to Sweden” 
was an international pro¬ 
duction, filmed in Sweden 


difference kinds of experi¬ 
ences, where they can be 
more or less interactive,” 
said Lopes Dau. “In the 
case of ‘Henry,’ it's more 
about the character. We 
use those moments when 
he’s happy or sad to look 
at you no matter where 
you’re standing.” 

The introduction of interac¬ 
tivity in a piece of content 
referred to as a short film 
begs the question: Is “Hen¬ 
ry” really a movie? Or is it a 
game? Or something else 
entirely? 

“I don’t think anyone really 
knows,” said Lopes Dau. 
“Personally, I don't care 
what it’s called. I just want 
to make something that 
gives you an emotion, tells 
you a story and is magical 


with American and Swed¬ 
ish actors. It aired there 
and in the United States. 
The premise is based on 
Greg Poehler's real-life ex¬ 
perience of falling in love 
with a Swedish woman 
and moving to her home 
country to be with her. NBC 
says “Hollywood Game 
Night” will air this Sunday in 
its place, and the network 
is deciding when the rest of 
the episodes will air.Q 


NBC cancels Poehler comedy 



Mia Farrow faces 
Twitter backlash for 
lion dentist’s address 

In this April 21, 2015 file photo, Mia Farrow attends the TIME 100 
Gala in New York. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Mia Far¬ 
row took some Twitter heat 
Wednesday for joining 
other angry social media 
posters and blasting out 
the business address of the 
dentist who killed the be¬ 
loved lion Cecil in Zimba¬ 
bwe. 

Some apparently thought 
the actress had listed Wal¬ 
ter Palmer's home address 
in Eden Prairie, Minnesota, 
calling for her verified Twit¬ 
ter account to be suspend¬ 
ed under the site’s terms of 
service. 

A Twitter spokesman said 
the company does not 
comment on individual ac¬ 
counts for privacy and se¬ 
curity reasons. He directed 
The Associated Press to of¬ 
ficial Twiffer rules and poli¬ 
cies fhaf allow wiggle room 
on disciplinary action when 


information was previously 
posted or displayed else¬ 
where on the Internet prior 
to being put on Twitter. 

The Farrow account delet¬ 
ed the original missive amid 
the outrage questioning 
whether the intent was to 
ensure Palmer is physically 
tracked down by haters. 
But the deletion did little to 
calm Twitter nerves. 

One tweeter clucked back 
at Farrow, “Maybe Donald 
Trump should give out your 
phone number,” referring 
to Trump doing just that for 
a GOP rival. Sen. Lindsey 
Graham. 

Another tweeted: “I hate 
what he did, but giving out 
his address isn’t the way to 
go.” 

Farrow’s manager did not 
immediately return an 
email Wednesday seeking 
comment. □ 


project ‘Welcome to Sweden’ 



In this image released by NBC, Josephine Bornebusch, left, 
and Greg Poehler appear in a scene from the NBC comedy 
“Welcome to Sweden.” 

Associated Press 
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High rollers: Dealers describe special treatment, abuse 



In this Sept. 18, 2013, file photo, patrons play craps at a table at Mohegan Sun in Uncasville, 
Conn. Associated Press 


MICHAEL MELIA 
Associated Press 
UNCASVILLE, Conn. (AP) 

— One high roller requests 
a refrigerator full of ba¬ 
nanas that he squeezes 
and throws as he gambles. 
Another urinates against 
a wall. Other high-stakes 
players described by a pit 
manager at Mohegan Sun, 
one of the world’s larg¬ 
est casinos, throw chairs, 
scream at dealers and 
expect rules to be bent at 
the tables. 

In the increasing competi¬ 
tion for the biggest spend¬ 
ers, casinos are known to 
pull out all the stops with 
comped hotel rooms, 
meals and rebates for a 
percentage of their losses. 
But some dealers say ef¬ 
forts to satisfy and retain 
the players — known as 
“whales” — go much fur¬ 
ther, with casinos tolerat¬ 
ing abuse and extending 
courtesies that test the in¬ 
tegrity of the games. 

“All men are created equal 
except in the casino," Glen 
Costales, the pit manager, 
said at a hearing before a 
tribal gaming commission 
in May. Transcripts of the 
hearing were obtained by 
The Associated Press. “If 
it’s a premium player, he 
gets away with a lot more 
than the five-dollar player 
would get away with." 
Costales was testifying in 
support of a pit boss, Ma¬ 
ria DeGiacomo, who was 
fired this year after the ca¬ 
sino accused her of col¬ 
luding with a high roller 
by allowing late bets at a 
blackjack table. DeGia¬ 
como and other employ¬ 
ees say dealers frequently 
grant similar requests from 
top players. 

The player, Matthew 
Menchetti, was a regu¬ 
lar who lost as much as 
$50,000 on visits to Mohe¬ 
gan Sun, and a lifetime to¬ 
tal of more fhan $1 million. 
Casino security flagged his 
play as suspicious in Febru¬ 
ary and asked state police 
to arrest him and two deal¬ 
ers, but the detective con¬ 
cluded DeGiacomo and 
another dealer apparently 
took it upon themselves 
to keep Menchetti happy 
and playing, according 
to a police report, and no 


charges were filed. 

His afforney, John Sfrafaci, 
said Mencheffi is seeking 
fo have his name cleared 
by the gaming commission 
since state police cleared 
him of wrongdoing. He 
said whaf his clienf was do¬ 
ing was normal for players 
of his caliber. 

Mohegan Sun’s president, 
Raymond Pineault, said its 
termination of fhe dealers 
involved and ifs ejection 
of fhe player demonstrate 
it does not tolerate any 
bending of the rules. 

Shane Kaufmann, a vice 
president for a branch of 
fhe Transport Workers Union 
in Las Vegas, which repre¬ 
sents several thousand ca¬ 
sino dealers, said rules are 
frequently ignored at high- 
stakes tables. 

“The casinos pretend they 
have rules that are set in 
stone, like going into a 
bank or dealing with a po¬ 
lice station. Are they sup¬ 
posed to allow late bets? 
Absolutely not. Do they do 
it all the time? All the time,” 
said Kaufmann, a dealer 
who sees plenty of crude 
behavior himself. “The 
abuse, fhe screaming, fhe 
cheating, the sexual ha¬ 
rassment. Throwing things 
around. It's worse all the 
time.” 

Gaming commissions en¬ 
force fhe rules at casinos 
across the country, but 
the level of scrutiny can 
vary by jurisdiction. Deal¬ 
ers say state inspectors in 


Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
for one, have a reputa¬ 
tion for toughness. In Con¬ 
necticut, the state does 
not have any oversight of 
table games at Mohegan 
Sun and Foxwoods, where 
the tribes that own the ca¬ 
sinos also control their own 
gaming commissions. 
Costales, who described 
the banana squeezer and 
public urinator without re¬ 
vealing their names in his 
testimony, said such outra¬ 
geous behavior is tolerated 
more these days because 


BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) — 

John Legend is bringing his 
talents to a TV drama about 
Southern slaves fighting for 
freedom. WGN America 
says Legend and his pro¬ 
duction company will be 
in charge of the score and 
soundtrack for "Under¬ 
ground." The drama is in 
production in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. It stars Aldis 
Hodge as the organizer of 
an escape effort by planta¬ 
tion slaves. Jurnee Smollett- 
Bell and Christopher Meloni 
co-star. WGN America told 
a Television Critics Associa¬ 
tion meeting Wednesday 
that Legend’s company will 
also serve as an executive 
producer for the drama. 

In a statement, Legend 
says he believes the story 


of growing competition 
than when he joined the 
business three decades 
ago. 

Menchetti, who also was 
testifying in support of De¬ 
Giacomo, told the gam¬ 
ing commission that when 
he said he’d forgotten 
to post a bet, DeGiaco¬ 
mo and others generally 
made accommodations. 
He said the intention was 
never to steal — at most, 
it prolonged his stay at the 
table — but he expected 
special treatment, given 


of people brave enough to 
risk everything for freedom 
will be inspirational. 

He and his songwriting part¬ 
ner, Common, won an Os- 


his level of play, accord¬ 
ing to the transcript of the 
hearing. 

“It’s no different in my 
mind than me calling my 
host and asking him for an 
extra 2,500 points on my 
account so I can go pur¬ 
chase something at a Lux, 
Bond & Green,” he said, 
referring to a jewelry store. 
DeGiacomo said Mench¬ 
etti did not do anything 
close to cheating and the 
two of them became vic¬ 
tims of selective enforce¬ 
ment because certain 
bosses did not like either 
of them. DeGiacomo, who 
is still fighting her dismissal, 
said rules shifted depend¬ 
ing on the player and 
pit bosses were encour¬ 
aged to keep high rollers 
happy. She testified dur¬ 
ing her hearing: “I have to 
make sure that we get our 
money, which we did, ev¬ 
ery time he played. There’s 
maybe two times he won.” 
As part of fhe state police 
investigation, the detec¬ 
tive interviewed several 
dealers who said Mench¬ 
etti would hit the table, 
curse and yell at them. 
They told the detective 
that in cases where he or 
other high rollers asked to 
post a late bet or for other 
considerations, they would 
defer to a superior.Q 


car this year for the song 
“Glory” from the civil rights 
movie "Selma." 
"Underground” will air in 
2016 on WGN America.Q 


Slave drama ‘Underground’ snares 
John Legend to handle music 



In this May 13, 2015 file photo, John Legend arrives for the 
opening ceremony and the screening of the film “La Tete 
Haute” (Standing Tall), at the 68th international film festival, 
Cannes, southern France. Associated Press 
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Iraqi Militias Train Young Teens to Face the Threat of IS 


VIVIAN SALAMA 
QASSIM ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — A quiet 
middle-class Shiite neigh¬ 
borhood in western Bagh- 


Prevention Act of 2008 says 
the United States cannot 
provide certain forms of 
military support, including 
foreign military financing 
and direct commercial 


summer. The Associated 
Press saw over a dozen 
armed boys on the front 
line in western Anbar prov¬ 
ince, including some as 
young as 10. The PMF says 


Baghdad. 

“God willing, when I com¬ 
plete my training I will join 
them, even if it means sac¬ 
rificing my life to keep Iraq 
safe,” he said. 



Young Shiite volunteer militia fighters pose for a photo before battle against Islamic State fighters in Tikrit, Iraq. The Associated 
Press has found that militia forces battling the Islamic State group are actively training children under 18 years old. 

(AP Photo/Khalid Mohammed) 


dad was transformed re¬ 
cently into a mini-boot 
camp, training teenagers 
for battle against the Islam¬ 
ic State group. 

The Shiite boys and young 
men, some as young as 
15, ran through its normally 
placid streets carrying out 
mock exercises for urban 
warfare since the toughest 
battles against the Sunni 
extremists are likely to in¬ 
volve street fighting. They 
were taught how to hold, 
control and aim light weap¬ 
ons, though they didn't fire 
them. 

These young fighters could 
have serious implications 
for the U.S.-led coalition, 
which provides billions of 
dollars in military and eco¬ 
nomic aid to the Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment. The Child Soldiers 


sales to governments that 
recruit and use child sol¬ 
diers or support paramilitar¬ 
ies or militias that do. 
Hundreds of students have 
gone through training at 
the dozens of such sum¬ 
mer camps in Baghdad, 
Basra and other cities run 
by the Popular Mobilization 
Forces, the government- 
sanctioned umbrella group 
of mostly Shiite militias. The 
camps were created af¬ 
ter the country’s top Shiite 
cleric issued an edict call¬ 
ing on students as young 
as middle-school age to 
use their school vacations 
to prepare for battle if they 
are needed. 

It is impossible to say how 
many went on to fight IS, 
since those who do so go 
independently. But this 


the training is just a precau¬ 
tion and that it does not 
deploy minors in combat, 
and the government says 
any underage fighters are 
isolated cases who slipped 
through on their own. 

Of around 200 cadets in a 
training class visited by the 
AP this month, about half 
were under the age of 18. 
Several said they intended 
to join their fathers and 
older brothers on the front 
lines. 

One 15-year-old in the 
class, Jaafar Osama, said 
he used to want to be an 
engineer when he grows 
up, but now he wants to 
be a fighter. His father is a 
volunteer fighting along¬ 
side the Shiite militias in An¬ 
bar and his older brother 
is fighting in Beiji, north of 


It’s yet another way mi¬ 
nors are being dragged 
into Iraq's brutal war as the 
military, Shiite militias, Sunni 
tribes and Kurdish fighters 
battle to take back terri¬ 
tory from Islamic State mili¬ 
tants who seized much of 
the country’s north and 
west last year. The Sunni 
extremists have aggres¬ 
sively enlisted children as 
young as 10 for combat, as 
suicide bombers and as ex¬ 
ecutioners in their horrifying 
videos. This month. Human 
Rights Watch said that Syr¬ 
ian Kurdish militias fighting 
the militants continue to 
deploy underage fighters. 
The U.S. does not work di¬ 
rectly with the Popular 
Mobilization Forces and 
has distanced itself from 
the Iranian-backed militias 


which are among the fight¬ 
ers under its umbrella. But 
the PMF receives weapons 
and funding from the Iraqi 
government and is trained 
by the Iraqi military, which 
receives its training from 
the U.S. 

When informed of the AP 
findings, the U.S. Embassy 
in Baghdad issued a state¬ 
ment saying the U.S. is “very 
concerned by the allega¬ 
tions on the use of child sol¬ 
diers in Iraq among some 
Popular Mobilization forces 
in the fight against ISIL," 
using an acronym for the 
militant group. “We have 
strongly condemned this 
practice around the world 
and will continue to do so.” 
Earlier this summer, on the 
front lines where Shiite mi¬ 
litias are fighting IS in west¬ 
ern Anbar province, Bagh¬ 
dad natives Hussein Ali, 12, 
and his cousin Ali Ahsan, 
14, told the AP they joined 
their fathers on the battle¬ 
field after they finished their 
final exams. Carrying AK- 
47’s, they paced around 
the Anbar desert, boasting 
of their resolve to liberate 
the predominantly Sunni 
province from IS militants. 
“It's our honor to serve our 
country," Hussein Ali said, 
adding that some of his 
schoolmates were also 
fighting. When asked if he 
was afraid, he smiled and 
said no. Last year, when 
IS took over the northern 
city of Mosul, stormed to 
the doorstep of Baghdad 
and threatened to destroy 
Shiite holy sites, Iraq's top 
Shiite cleric. Ayatollah Ali 
al-Sistani, called on the 
public to volunteer to fight. 
His influence was so great 
that hundreds of thousands 
of men came forward to 
join the hastily-established 
Popular Mobilization Forc¬ 
es along with some of the 
long-established Shiite mili¬ 
tias, most of which receive 
support from Iran. 

Then, on June 9, as schools 
let out, al-Sistani issued a 
new fatwa urging young 
people in college, high 
school and even middle 
school to use their summer 
vacations to “contribute to 
(the country’s) preserva¬ 
tion by training to take up 
arms and prepare to fend 
off risk, if this is required.”□ 




























